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BO3POXAEHHbIN
Hukonac Bonbd

OH mepTB.
OH mepTB — 5 ybun ero.

A MeaneHHo OToABUraloCb OT KOMUCCapa — OH TPSICETCS, 3aAblXasiCb B Cyioporax, U Mo
3a3y6peHHbIN WThIK BbiCKanb3biBaeT U3 ero rpyaun. A npuctansHO CMOTPIO eMy B nasa,
BNepBble NPSIMO BCTpeYast ero B3rns4: Aa, OHW NbiNaoT 3M10CTbH, HO MO 3TON HaMyCKHOM
Gnaro4ecTBON SPOCTbIO0 CNYCTS JoNrMe roabl HAGNIAEHUIA S HAKOHEL, BUXY CTpax —
0ObIYHbIN YENOoBEYECKUI CTpax, TEP3AtOLLMIA TOrO, KTO HEe APOrHyB CTPENs B CNHbI conaar.
OH 3HaeT, YTO ero XM3Hb OKOHYEHa, U BCe, YTO HblHE eMY NpeHaYepTaHoO — CMepTb.

Kak Tonbko MOW KNMHOK BbIpbIBAETCS U3 €ro cepAaua, konenn yoniogka crubatorca, 1 oH
nagaeT fMLUOM B rpsidb, 0OMMbHO NPUNPaBEeHHYH KPOBbIO. B TOT MOMEHT 03apeHus 9 B
MrHOBEHME OKa NpeBpaTun Kommccapa nepBoro knacca Bacunua MNpyaeHoBa 13 3no6Horo,
0e3)xanocTHoro nanada B 6aHanbHbIA KYCOK Msica, He bonee npaBefHbIN Unm
yCTpalLatoLWniA, YeM KyCOK OTOMBHOW.

— £ He ympy 30€eCb, — C PbIKOM KpuYyy S Ha Tpyn. — HUKTO n3 Hac He ympeT!

NasraH BanuTcst U3 MOUX pPykK, Nafas K nexatiemy B Horax teny. MNanbubl poxaT, HET, HeT
OT CTpaxa Unu PpocTn, XOTb S U OLLYLLIAID, Kak OHM GeryT no MoMM BeHaMm, COBHO 6oeBble
CTUMYNSITOpbI... HET, oHM apoxar, TekyT, CrIMBasiCh C...

... C Hagexpon?

Bonee 51 He ucnonHsLWMIA 00513aHHOCTM KanuTaHa 224-ro nonka KenbbpaHckux AHbiuap
AHOpuK MeTpoB, HE3HAYUTENBHLIN BUHTUK B MaluHe Actpa Munutapym, 6poLLEeHHbIN
Be3pasnnyHbIM MnepmymMomM ymmpaTthb Ha 9TOM BceMu 3abbiToM none 6utebl. HeT. HblHe 5
HeuTo GonbLuee.

— B-B-BbI... Bbl cnacnu M-mMoto XUn3Hb.

£ HEOXOTHO OTpbIBAlO rMasa OT OCTbIBAOLLEro Tpyna y cBoux Hor. Psgoson Hukuta Moswy,
NULWb MUHYTY Ha3a4 CMOTPEBLUUIA B Ayno nucToneTa [pyaeHoBa, MeasleHHo xnonaeT
rnasamu. Mo ero Hore cTeKaeT Mo4a: HECMOTPSI Ha BCE Y»Kacbl BOMHbI, OH BbIrMSAUT He
cTaplue LecTHaauaTu ner.

£ coBepLUEHHO He 3Hato, YTO AOIMKEH eMy ckasdaTb. B camom gene, B TOT MOMEHT 4 He
ayman o Huknte. A gyman o cebe, nbo 3Han, YTo ogHaxabl OKaXKyCb Ha TOM e MecTe, Ha
KaKOM CTOSIIT OH — M 3TO NULLb BONPOC BPEMEHU. S KMBAKO eMY C BblpaXXeHWEM nvua,
KOTOpOE, KaK HAfECb, BbIPaXKaET XXECTKOCTb M CTOMKOCTb, Kak 9TO YMen AenaTb KanuTaH
JlyByeHko. HaBepHOe, CO CTOPOHBI 5 BbIFMSHKY MPOCTO YCTaBLUMM.



TuwwuHa B ByHKepe pacTsarmBaeTcs B BEYHOCTb, NepeMexasiCb TONIbKO IPOXOTOM
apTvnnepun 1 3Bykamu npubnmxaroLmnxcsa BbICTPEnoB, Korga eé 6yksanbHO paspbiBaeT
HaJBOe Ybe-TO O4YeBUOHOE YTBEPXKAEHME:!

— Bbl y6unu komuccapa...

— Tbl cnblwan, 4Yto ckasan MpyaeHoB — BoriHa 3a Papcuc okoH4eHa. EpeTunkn npopsanuch
Ha Hawwm No3nuun, NoAKpeneHns He NpubbINK, a Hac HUKTO 1 He Ayman aBakynposaTb! —
TMXO, HO C APOCTHBIM HANoOpoM, LLEMsILLEM cepaLe B rpyan, roBopto . — Mimnepuym octasun
Hac ymupaTb, a 3TOT NOAOHOK ObIN 34eChb NULLb paan Toro YTobbl yaOCTOBEPUTHLCS,
AOCTaTOYHO MHOTO M Mbl KyNUNN AN HUX BpeMEHW, YTOObI 3BaKyMpoBaTh LIeHHbIE aKTUBbI C
3TOro Mupa.

— [a, Ho...

A megneHHo 06xoxy roBopsiLiero no kpyry. OH Monog — HEMHOrO, HO BCE XKe MOJIOXE MEHS.
CvHWI KNTENb C NblYKaMKM Kanpana CUAUT Ha HEM Heneno U MeLIKOBaTo — AyMato, OH CHSN
ero c Tpyna.

— Y 1eb64 ecTb KTO-HNOYAbL Ha Kenbbpe, conaaT?

— Yto Bbl MMeeTe B BUAY?..

— Y 1eb64 ecTb KTO-HNOYAb Ha Kenbbpe? — Tepnenueo cnpawmBaio 9 BHOBb. — KTo-HUOyab
»xpoet 1eda goma?

OH BbIrMAAMT TakMM pacTepsiHHbIM, CITIOBHO €ro MONPOCUIN No NaMAaTU NPOYECTb CTPOKM
BooxHosnstowen Namatkm Mmnepckoro MNexoTnHua.

— KoHeuHo...

— A Tbl, AnekcaHap, y Tebs xxeHa n Tpoe geTen, — roBopto 4, ykasbiBasi HA MY>XYNH N3 MOETO
cTaporo otaeneHus. — CaBa, kak AyMaellb, CKOJIbKO NeT TBOW CTapbli OTeL, CMOXET
paboTtaTb Ha hakTopusiX, YTOObLI NPOKOPMUTL MaTb? Thbl XOTb 3HAELLb, XKMUB I OH BOOOLLE?

A pato emy Bpems OCMbICNTUTb MO CrnoBa, Habnogas, kak npoceseTneno ero nuuo. OH
KMBaeT MHE B TOPXXECTBEHHOM MOHUMaHUMW.

— Y Koro 3gechb elé ecTb CeMbsl, KOTopas UX XKaeTt?

COTHS1 OKpOBAaBIEHHbIX, FPSI3HbIX PYK NOAHMMAaETCs BBEPX.

4 nackaro pa3dymelli xxugom ceoeli mobumoli Muwu, poGHOU u makou mensbil daxe 8
npedpacceemHom xosnode. ManeHbKkuli Hukonatl 6Hympu yxe He crium, nuHaemcs u
gopoyaemcs. MIHmepecHo, noHumMaem Jfiu OH, Ymo ripoucxodum? Oco3Haem iU, 4Ymo OH
ornos0aem Ha ecmpeyy co c8oUM cOBCMBEHHbIM OMUOM?..

Ycunuem Bonu s1 06pbiBato BocnoMmHaHus. FOHowa, vto octaBun Kenbbpy, AaBHO ymep, HO
A1 BCE ellle YyBCTBYIO, KaK KOM CTOUT B ropne, U Kak crnesbl NoLmMnbIBatoT rnasa.

— MeHs XgeT CblH, KOTOPOro 9 HUKorga He Bugen. HUKTo, HM 0AuMH KoMmuccap He noMmeluaeT
MHe BEPHYTbLCA K Hemy Aomown!

A BUXKY, KaK B UX rrasax MeasieHHO NosiBASTCA NPOGNECKM 0CO3HaHNS; UX pasyMbl
npobyxaatTcs, CKoBaHHbIE paHee Lensimmy MyLITPbl U nponaranabl. [lymato, 4To Kaxabli n3
Hac B KaKoW-TO MOMEHT NnepecTarn UCKPEHHE BEPUTb, YTO Mbl KOraa-HUOyab BHOBb YBUAMUM
Halw gom. M kak s cam Boobpaykan 3To roabl Hasaa?



9710 GbINO CTOMb AABHO, YTO MHE He Nop, cuny BCMOMHUTb. ..

— Wtak... yto Ham Tenepb AenaTb? — CrpallMBaeT KTO-TO, HapyLLas Mon4vaHue.

— #... — 9 ocTaHaBnNMBalOCh, NbITasACb HANTW COBa, KOTOPbIX MPOCTO-HAMPOCTO HET. — A He
3Halo.

'oe-To no3aawn pasgaeTcs 3noBeLmin ponoT:

— 3aT10 4 3Halo, YTO Mbl Aenaem.

MepaneHHO noBopayMBasiCb, 9 ynMparch B 4yS10 nasraHa — noceaesLlumnin cepxxaHt Muxaun
BenbkoB co 3M0OHbLIM OCKanom rnaguT Ha MeHs.
— Mol 3acTpenvm aToro npegaTenst NpsiMo cendac.

Mos cobGCcTBEHHAsA BUHTOBKA JIEXNUT Y MOMX HOT; 9 HAKOr4a He cMor Obl 4obpaTbest 40 HEE.
— OcTaHoBuch, conaar.

— Tbl HE MOV KanuTaH, — PbI4MT OH AMHAMUKOM BOKCaA, BLUMTOrO B N3yBEYEHHOE ropro. — Thl
HOCMLLb 3TO 3BaHWE NULLb NOTOMY, YTO JIyBYEHKO MEpPTB.

— A roBopto Tebe — 0OCTaHOBUCb, — MOM PYKKU Crierka NpUNoaHSATbl HaA ronoBon, YTobbI
OCTaBaTbCs Y BCEX HA BUAY; BNPOYEM, OH CTOUT CIIMLLIKOM Janeko, YTobbl 1 MOI CXBaTUTb
ero opyxue.

BenbkoB 0XeCTOYEHHO NNOET HA MOU BOTUHKMN.

— Tbl TONbKO YTO YO6UN CcBOEro Kommuccapa. Tl ANst MEHS HAYTO.

— JTa BoMHa oKoH4YeHa, Muxaun, Tbl cribiwarn 370 oT camoro ['pyaeHoBa! OH NuLb XoTen
caenatb Tak, YTobbl Tbl yMEpP NPSIMO 34eCb, B 3TOM NPOKNATOM ByHKepe, MOTOMY YTO
reHepan BomnbCk peLuns, YTo HaLlLW XU3HN CTOAT MEHbLLE, YeM ©oenpunachl U TaHku!

BenbkoB MmeaneHHo mopraeT. O4eHb MeAneHHo.
— £ paean knaTBy ViMnepartopy, Manbyuk.

YT0-TO NOMaeTcs BO MHe; Xpynkas nrnoTuHa BGUTON Bepbl NEPENOSIHAETCA HEHABUCTbIO:
—'ge 6611 Umnepatop, Muxann?! — kpuyy s. — 'ae 6bin Mmnepartop, Koraa epeTukm
YHUUTOXNNKN nepegoBon wrtabd? ae 6bin MimnepaTop, Koraa 3Tu... TBapy COKPYLUUIIN
BOCTOMHbIM (opoHT? [Oe 6bin Mmnepatop, korga Ynen Tapwuw cowen ¢ yma? Muxauvn,
CeMbOEeCAT MUIIIMOHOB YeNoBeK pBanu Apyr apyra Ha yactu! ['ge 6bin Mimnepatop, korga
ybunu komaHampa, 4Yto Ben Hac YeTbipe roga nogpaa?! ae oH 6bin, korga Kk Ham npucnanu
Komuccapa, Ytobbl yoeauTbesi, YTO Mbl HE COEXMM, KOoraa y3HaeMm, YTo Hac OCTaBuUIu
ymupatb? ge? Nope, Muxamn?!

OH KonebrneTcs, He 3Has!, YTO OTBETUTb.

—4... 310 BCe 6bIno He npocTto Tak! imnepaTop 3awmwaer. ..

— HeT, Muxaun, — cepguTo Kayato ronoBou 5. — Tbl MOXeLb YMepeTb 3a imnepatopa, Ho S
- HeT. [Monoxwu opyxue.

OH cnerka B3gparnmBaeT. 5 BUXY, Kak ero HeHaBUCTb TaeT.

— MNogymanm o ceoen cembe, Muxaus, — TUXO roBopto 1. — He ocTaBnsn cBoux AeTen
cnpoTtamu. ToNbKO HE pagu BCEro, YTO TBOPUTCSA BOKPYr. MMnepuym He 3acnyxunBaeT Hallen
KpOBM.



— Mbl... Mbl BCe elle MOXeM NPUCOEANHUTBLCA K OCTarnbHOM YacTn 60eBon rpynnbl, Npexae
yeMm Bolcka OyayT aBakympoBaHbl ¢ Papcuca. Mbl pacckaxem, 4To Tl youn pygeHoBa, a
Mbl Ka3HUNKU Tebs. FeHepan cnaceT Hac!

A MegneHHo genato war Bnepen, Bce eLle Aepxa pykn BBEPX.

— Bonbck GygeTt Tonbko pad, No3BonvMB HaM 3aecb yMepeTb. OH Bbibpan 224-n pagu
npuMepa — TOYHO TakK Xe, kKak [pyaeHOB XoTen nokasaTesnbHO paccTpensTb Huknuty.

— Tbl 3TOro He 3Haewsb! — KPUUYUT OH, B3gparneas. — Mbl MOXEM... Mbl MOXeM nonpobosarts...
Mbl JOJKHbI!..

A genato ewe oguH war k Muxauny. Tenepb OH AOCTAaTOYHO 6IM3KO, YTOObLI 1 MOr CXBaTUTb
ero nasraH. OH 6onblle He LennTcs UM B MEHSI; aXe He CMOTPUT B MOEM HanpaBneHuu.

— MNMonoxwu opyxue, Mnuxavn. Nongem goMon BMeCTe.

— Tbl 6esymel...

PaspnaeTcs 3aBbiBaHWe BbiCTpena; MrHoBeHne Muxaun BenbkoB CTOUT, Npexae Yem
OCO3HaeT, YTO HEManyo YacTb ero rofioBbl TeNepb COCTaBNSET Ablpa, AYPHO NaxHyLlas
XOKEHOW KOCTbIO U MIOThI0. S BUXKY B €ro rnasax noHuMaHue CoBepLIEHHOro npeaatenscTea
— W He Mory cMOTpeTb B HUX. Ero opyxue kacaetcsi MoMx nanbLeB, Korga oH
BbiCKanb3biBaeT 13 ero pyk. Ero Horn nogrubatotcs. OH ymupaeT npexzae, Yem ycrnesaet
ynacTb Ha 3eMIio.

Cepren Mernes, MON SOBEPEHHbLIN NIEUTEHAHT U CTapbIn 4PYr, MEANEHHO OnyckaeT CBON
nasnucToner.
— AHppuK... D-9, kanuTaH lNeTpos NpaB. O6paTHbIA NyTb HAaM 3aka3aH.

B rnasax Cepresi eCTb 4YTO-TO NnyratolLee, Yero s HUKOr4a paHblle He BUAen — Hy korga Mbl
ObINn ManbymMkamn, pactywmmmn Ha Kenbbpe, Hu korga mbl Obiniv congartamu, 4To
cpaxanucb Ha Papcuce. A paspbiBaloCcb Mexay TeM, UTobbl GnarogapuTb ero 3a cnaceHme
MOEW XWN3HW, U copBaTbCs 3a yOUNCTBO MCMYyraHHOro, HEBUHHOIO YenoBeka... Ho ero gpyrom
s O6bIN ero ropasgo gosnblue, YeM KOMaHOUPOM, NO3TOMY S NULLb TOPXKECTBEHHO KMBato B
OTBET, HO OH HMKAK He pearvpyeT Ha 3TO, MPUCTanbHO BrNsAblIBasiCb B OCTanbHbIX 601L0B
224-ro; ero narnew BCe €eLle NEXNUT Ha CMYCKOBOM KPHOYKE.

HwukTo He aBuraercs.

HukuTa, HakoHel, HapyLlaeT Xpynkoe Mon4yaHue:
— Wtak... KakoBbl Baluy npukasel, kanutaH MeTpoB?

.../l BHOBb 9TOT NPOKNATLINM BOMNPOC. A HMKOrAda He 3Har, YTO JOMMKEH Ha HEro oTBeYvaTb,
Hukoraa. begHbIn Muxamnn 6bIn Npae: eAUHCTBEHHASA NPUYMHA, NO KOTOPOW A cTan
KanuTaHoM, nexarna nuilb B TOM, Y4TO 9 YMEs BbRKMBATb Nyulle, YEM MOU
npegLectBeHHNKN. KoHeYHo, s Bbin HaxogumBbiM, 9 ymen 60poTbCd, 1 yMen nnaHnpoBaThb,
HO S HMKOr4a He YyBCTBOBAI XXeNaHus pyKoBOAUTb — MNMULLIbL CMYTHOE NMOHMMAaHKE TOro, 4YTo S
Mor bl cnacTu 6ornbLle CBOMX MOAEN, YEM OpYrMe KOMaHAUPbI, CHUTaBLUNE UX PACXOL4HbLIM
pecypcom.



KakoBbl MOV Npukasbl?..

A gymato, Ha MrHoBeHue 3akpblBasi rnasa, YTobbl He BUAETb YMOMSOLWMNX B3rMsS40B,
YCTPEMIEHHBIX KO MHe. B rmybuHe oyLum s 3Hato, 4TO eCTb NULLb OANH OTBET — MOS KNSATBA
MmnepaTtopy cmbiTa kpoBbto [pyaeHoBa. B pasym npobuBaeTtcs ronoc, tmxas cuMgoHus
HOBbIX MbICMEN, TOHKO UrPatoLLMX NO4 MOMMU COBCTBEHHBIMM.

LWenoT...

CTpaHHbI LLENOT — A Chbillan ero 1 paHblle B camble CTPaLLHble, CaMble MpayHble
MOMEHThI, CIOBHO Obl B ApOXKaLLeM MoSlyCHe MeXay rpOXOTOM apTUInepuinckmx obcTpenos.
A cuntan, 4To 310 GbINM NULWL MOU COBCTBEHHbIE MbICIN, HO CelYac, B 9TON XPYMKOM
TULLIMHE NOBOPOTHOrO MOMEHTA st B CaMOM Ziere CriblLy... Cribiwy ux!

£ cMOTpto Ha ocTaTKu 224-0ro: NoTpeNaHHbIE CUHUE KUTENN, U3MOXAEHHbIE NnLa, NyCTble
rnasa, KpoBb, NOT U rPA3b — OHM BbIFNALAT, Kak Tpynbl. OTW NOAN OTAANM BCE, YTO Y HUX
6b1n0 pagn MimnepaTtopa, 1 NoNy4YMnun OT Hero B Harpagy TONbKo npeaartenscTeo. Moe
cepAue paspbliBaeTcs OT cTpaxa — MOl eQUHCTBEHHAA naes OTHOCUTENbHO Byayulero
3BYYMT KaK NonHoe 6esymune gaxe B MOMX COOCTBEHHbBIX MbICNSAX.

6e3yM|/|e, HO 3TO €AMHCTBEHHbIN Bbl60p, KOTOprIZ Y Hac eCTb.

— JTio6oMi, KTo Xo4eT oTaaTth cebsa Ha MUnocTb Bonbeka... 8 He ocTaHoBMO Bac. Bam Bcem
He o6A3aTeNbHO creaoBaTth 3a MHOM.

A oTkpblBato ABepb ByHKepa paHbLue, YeM ycneBat OTroBOpUTb cebsi OT 3aTESIHHOTO, U
BbIXOXY B NenesnbHyto nyctowwb dapcuca ¢ oxxmaaHMeM Toro, YTo KTO-HUbyab BbICTPENUT
MHE B CMUHY.

C KaxxgbIM LLUaroM, KOTOpbIV S fenat HaBCTpeyy Bpary, s YyBCTBYIO, Kak ApoXkaT MOU PYKU, 1
Kak HanpsbkeHue B rpyau ocnabeBaeT; C KaXablM LWarom, KOTOpbI YHOCUT MeHs Bce
Aarnblue oT rpaHuubl imnepuyma s criblily, Kak LWenoT B rofloBe CTaHOBUTCS BCe rpomye U
rpomye, CrioBHO Obl MOMOrasi USMOXXAEHHOMY Teny ABUraTbCsa Aanblue: LWarv CTaHOBATCS
BCe TBEPXE U YBEPEHHEE.

£ BbIXOXY 3a NpeAenbl NbiflbHbIX 1 OKPOBAaBMNEHHbIX TPaHLLEn, 1 xay. Mown nogu
NosIBNATCSA CKBO3b Mbiflb PAA0M CO MHOW: CHa4yarna oavH 1 Aea, a 3atem Becb 224-i1. OHn
CMOTPAT Ha MEHS UCMyraHHbIM B3rMsA0OM, ULLYLLMM OO BbSICHEHNI, HO S HAYETO HE FTOBOPIO;
KakMM-TO 00pa3oM S 0CO3Halo, AaXe He 3Hasi MPUYNHBI, YTO | UMEHHO TaM, FAe U OOKEH
ObIThb.

W Torga s BMXy ero.
UyposuilHaga durypa nosiBNsieTCa U3 MMa3MoB yAyLUAOLEro AbiMa 1 kry6oB nbinin. CrnoBHO

TBOpEeHue camomn NMpencnogHen, HEBEPOATHO OFPOMHBIN, LLIAPCTBEHHbIN, Kak U nogobaeT
HacTosILEeMy NOBENUTENIO, OH HECET MOKPbLITYIO Wunnamn Gynasy Gonblue meHs. barposas



OpOHA NOKpbITa pyHaMK, Ha KOTOpble BONIbHO CMOTPETb, Y MOTOKM CBMTKOB NepraMeHTa
LypLiaT BOKPYr HEro, CrIoBHO Kpbifibsi CTEPBATHMKA. KNAHYCb, S YyBCTBYIO APOXb 3€MNN OT
ero LaroB, HO Bce e ybexaato cebs, 4TO 3TO APOXb MOUX COBCTBEHHbIX KONEHEN.

£ 3acTaBnsito cebs cMOTpeTb Ha ero NuLo, Noka oH NPUbNMXaeTca: S YyBCTBYIO, YTO
OOJDKEH YCTOATb, NN yMpY.

Ero o6nmk — 370 kOLIMap M3 pacTsHYTOWM KOXW, 0O6TArMBatoLLEN KOCTMSABLIN YEPEN; OH MOX0X
Ha 6reaHbI TPy C XXECTOKMMM Fna3amu, YTo ropsaT, CroBHO yrin. Ho nog atumun
MyTaLMAMN U U3MEHEHMAMM BCE €LLE BUOHbI NAaTPULMAHCKME YepTbl, NpucyLime AHrenam
CwmepTtu MmnepaTtopa.

Tem cambiM AHrenam, o KOTOpPbIX Tak APOCTHO NPONOBEeAOBaNM CBALWEHHMKN Ha Kenbbpe.

Tem, KTO No cnosam CBATOLL, AOIMKEH Obln cnacTu Hac, ecnu Mbl 6yaeM 4OCTaToYHO
ycepaHbl B CBOMX MOMMTBAX.

Tem, KTO TaK U He NosiBUNCS, YTOObI MOMOYb.

— BcTaHb Ha KoneHw.

Ero ronoc nogo6eH ckpexeTy pXaBbIX KIMHKOB Ha OKPOBABIIEHHOM rpaBuu, LLEMNOTY CMEPTH
N CKpeXeTy KocTen. Tenepb 1 0CO3Halo, Kak YacTo chbllwar 3TOT POKOT B CaMble OTYaAHHbIE
MOMEHTbI — M OH 3HAKOM MHE CTOJb K€ XOPOLLIO, Kak 1 MO COBCTBEHHBI FONoC.

51 NPEKNoHAI0 KONEHU, U MO BEPHbLIN MOSK AeraeT 3TO BMecTe CO MHOWN. S YyBCTBYIO, KaK
cnoBa 60N1€3HEHHO CKONbL3AT B MOEW rpyau, CITIOBHO Obl My3bIPATCH B roprie, CrioBa, Yto s
Cnbllwan BENMKOE MHOXECTBO pa3 BHYTPU COOCTBEHHOrO pasyma € Tex nop, Kak CTynun B
3TOT NPOKNATLIN MUP. A HEe Mory GonbLue CAepXMBaTb UX BHYTPW, HE MOry YyBCTBOBaTb
yOyLLeHMe OT UX FOpbKOro nNpuBKyca...

— CwmepTb JloxkHomy MmnepaTtopy!
]

Muwa. OHa 6oumcs, a eé cepdue pazbumo. Bpems npuwino. 5 pacyecoigaro ee ONUHHbIE
YepHble 80J10ChI, U Uesyr 8 WeKy, Mosis MiMnepamopa, Ymo amo 6ydem He nocriedHul pas,
Koz20a S ysuxXy ee nuuyo...

— Nopp Oxapak xo4eT, YTobbl Thl NPUCYTCTBOBAI.

Mow rnasa oTKpbIBalOTCH: HaAO MHOW HAaBUCAET OTBPATUTENbHbIA MyTaHT C pasnaralLmmcs
NNUOM, pasgyTbiM, UCKaXXEHHbLIM B KPUBOW rpymace, 1 s1 C Tpy4OM NogaBnsito CBON
WHCTUHKTUBHBIN KpuK. KOorTncras pyka xsataeT u Aepraet MeHs BBepX ObICTpee, Yem A Mory
OTBETUTb.

— HemegneHHo!

['MraHT megneHHO NoBopaYnMBaeTCcst U TonaeT, He obopadnBasichb, YTobbl y3HaTb, Nonay nu s
cnepfom, U st BbIHYXXAeH 6exaTtb, YTOObl yCneTb 3a HAM.



A MyyCb CKBO3b MPOXOAbI B CTEHAX, Yepesd OTBarsbl B CTOYHbIX BOAAX W MyNbCUpyoLLme
Kamepbl peakTopoB. Bokpyr BCnenyo M3BMBAKOTCSA LynanbLa, YTo TSHYTCS OT
NCKPUBIIEHHbIX CTaNbHbIX CTEH, BO TbME Xe LLUeBENATCS TPYNbl, KOrga U3HyTpy UX NoXuparoT
TONCTble YepBu paamepom ¢ cobaky. Kyaa 6bl 94 He 6pocun B3rnsa, Be3ge KTo-T0 NpuHMMan
NULLY UM MONWICA: BCE 34E€Chb BOKPYT NOKPbLITO KPOBbLHO, rPSA3b0, CTPaAaHUsAMM U TbMOW.
JTrobow ke, KTO CMeeT BCTaTb Y HAc Ha NyTu, ByKBanbHO CMEeTaeTCa MOHCTPOM, 3a KOTOpPbIM
s eQBa nocnesato.

A npoTtupato rnasa, Aymas 0 TOM, YTO HE 3Hat0, CKOMbKO BPEMEHN MPOLUSIO C HALLEero
oTObITUA ¢ Papcuca, 1M Kak JONro S U MOU N0AM HAXOANUMCSH Ha 3TOM NPOKNATOM kopabne,
NnbiByLEM CKBO3b Bapn.

KaxeTtcs, 4To MUHYNK roasbl.

A He mMory BCNOMHUTb, KOrA4a B NocneaHuin pas cnan, He Npobyxaasch B MpUCTynax yxaca.

MyTaHT BHE3AMNHO OTKPbIBAET ABEPb, U CTOUT, 0XMAas, Noka s, HAKOHeL, He NOMMY HaMeK U
He npowiay. Mepebopka 3axronbIBaeTCsl, kKak TONbKO st 3TO Aenato.

lMokon TemHoro Anoctona BOBCE He Takue, kak 9 oXxugan: Bciogy, rae s1 Obian Ha 3ToM
cocyae, NOMHOM NPOKNATUSA, OH COCTOSN U3 OTBPATUTENbHON CMECK MeTarnsa 1 nioTw,
KPOBM 1 KaMHs1, 6apOYHbIX apOK U KOCTEN — CNIOBOM, BCE, YTO KOrAa-To SBNSANO coboto
Kopabsib, 6bIN0 3aQyLLEHO Y)KAacoM, KOTOPbIM OH HblHE cTar. JTa KOMHaTa Takke saBnseTcs
KOLLIMAPOM M3 KOCTHbIX BbICTYMOB W NMPOXMIOK MIIOTM Ha CTEHAX, HO B HEWN HET Crie0B
©onesHn nnu 6esymus — NULLb NOPSAOK B XaoCe; TO €CTb CBATUMNLLE MOHAXa BHYTPU
camoro aga.

HeBeposATHO OrpOMHbLIN, UCTOYAKOLWUIA 3rioBeLLee 6r1aropoacTBo, TeMHbIA ANOCTON XOANUT
Kpyramu BOKpYr MeHs1. 1 CMyTHO MOMHIO, KaK ynan nepeg H1UM Ha KoneHu Ha Papcuce, Kak
MOW pa3ym npeaaTenbCku NPUHAN HOBYIO BEPY, Kak rydbl LWenTanu crioBa, 0 KOTOpbIX S U
NMOMBICIINTb HE MO, U YK TeM Boriee 03By4NTb.

MomeHT HacTan — epeTuk-gemaror 3arosopus. Ero ronoc nogo6eH 3ByKy pxaBbixX
3a3yBOpeHHbIX LLECTEPEHOK, pasmanbiBatloLLmMX KOCTU:
— [ToBegam o cBoOEM CaMOM 3aBETHOM XXENaHUN. ..

lonoc... Koraa oH BriepBble 3aroBopui co MHOW, Tam, Ha ®apcuce, 4 gyman, 4to 3To
WMEHHO €ro ronioc NbETcs U3 ryounH TbMbl — NNLLL TENEPb S NOHAN, YTO OH BbiN NULWb
OAHUM N3 MHOTMX rONIOCOB Ha 3TOM NOANIOM MUpE.

Bo3ayx aTOro NpoknaToro cygHa npoHM3aH LWENOTOM, KOTOPbIN CTaHOBUIICA BCE rPOMYE U
rpomye B ero npucyTcTBun. Ho, HECMOTPSA Ha 3TO, MHE HY)XHO CTOATb Kak MOXHO 6nnxe. Ero
BOMpOC...

5 HaxoxXyckb 8 eopswel mpaHwee, rno WUKOI0OmMKY HarosiHEHHOU KpO8bto, U OmYasHHO
CXXUMato faseaH, Mosisick Vimnepamopy...



OTBeT poxaaeTcs B MOEM UCTOLLEHHOM Tene, 1 3apaxkaeT MO NepecoXLUNi A3bIK:
— lNMepep cMepTbio... — FOPSI0 CAABMMBAET BbIPbIBAOLLMIACA May, — S XO4Y XOTb pa3 yBUAETb
CBOEro CblHa... XOTS Obl OAMH pa3ok...

Ha nckaxxeHHoM nuue TemHoro Anoctona 3acTbifiO BbipaXXeHue, Koe 1 He B curax onucaTb.
Ero nuuo, oTaaneHHoO HaNoOMUHaKLLEEe YeNnoBEYECKOE, Ka3anocCh XXYTKO HEMPAaBUITbHbBIM,
CNOBHO NCKpUBMEHHOE n3obpakeHne B 3epkare, a TnewLiue pora, npobusaroLumecs n3s
MepTBEHHO-OMeaHOM NIOTK, NOXanyn, n BOBCE yOnBanu OCTaTKM CXOXECTU C NOAbMMU.

— Mbl He npuTBOpPSEMCS, YTO NMOHUMAEM YYBCTBA, HO Mbl MOHMMAEM MX CUNy, — Ha4van
[xapak. — U cuna TBoero xenaHus Bbipe3aHa B TBoen gyuie... Mbl knaHémca NaHTeoHoM,
YTO Thl BCTPETULLL CbiHA Nepen cmepTblo, AHAPVK [1eTpoB.

OH 3HaeT MOE NMS, YTO HUCKOINBbKO HE NMyraeT U He CMYLLAeT MeHs. Bo3aMOXHO, HenenbIn
pas3roBOp C 3TON Xoas4en Mep3oCTbio ncyepnan Moé HegoBepue.

— Tbl MKeLWb, — BbIAOXHYI S. — 5 HE NepecTaHy BEPUTb, TONLKO HE cenvac.

— Mbl He mKkeM, — pbldaHne copBasiocb C ero pasaBOEHHOro A3bika. — [paBga — 310 BCe, UTO
MMeET 3Ha4YeHne B 3TON BCENEHHOMN.

Ero rnasa nbinanv nogo6HO ropswmM yrisivM B TEMHOTE, U S olylan 6orb BO BCEM Tene
nop AaBrieHneM ero B3rnsaa.

— Y710 Thbl 3HaewWwb 06 UCTUHE? — 3roBeLLe Npuypuncs ncnonnH. OH YOLET MeHsI, U 5 Aaxe
He cMory ce6s 3aWmUTUTb... A MOry fnuLb CMOTPETb Ha YyAOBULLHYO Gynasy, 4To Gbina
GorblUe MeHsi, U cBUcana C ero CruHbl.

YXe B CcOTbIl pa3 Ha 3TOM NPOKNATOM CyAHE A 3aKpblBalo rra3a B OXXKMaaHUn CMepTu...

— Cnblwan nu Tl nctoputo 06 Urrapacune?

£ HenoHuMatoLLLe MOPrHyn, ABaxabl Nokayas ronoBoi. OkpoBaBneHHble cabaToHbI
nckaxxeHHoro AHrena Cmeptn otbusanu putm 06 OKOCTEHEBLUMIA MOI.

— 370 nereHpga Ctapoun 3emnu. PaHHue KyrnbTypbl Bepunu B cyliectsoBaHue [ipesa XKXusHu
— KOpHS1 BCEro cyulero, uctoka godpa u 3na. Ha Konxmae mbl BepoBanu B nogobHoe... 1o
Toro, kak npuwen MimnepaTtop.

— ... A He noHumalo...

— dyHaameHT TBoero Mimnepuyma — noxs, Yenosek. Ero gpeso 6bino oTpasneHo toraa,
korga TBov MimnepaTop BrnepBble comrar, — OH FOBOPW MEeANEHHO, CIOBHO OTYUTbIBAr
MeHS, Kak pebEHka. 3To JOMKHO BbINO OCKOPOUTL, HO HET... 1 6bIN o4apoBaH. — BoT novemy
Nmnepuym cmepTensHo cnab. Npasga — eQUHCTBEHHbIN 6a3nc, Ha KOTOPOM MOXeET BbiTb
BO3BeleHa nmMnepus.

— YT0 3a noxb ckasan bor-Mmnepatop?

3aTyxatolLee nnamMms BbipBanock B OTBET U3 ero pra:

— A 3Haelwb Nn Tbl NOYEeMY BepULLb B TO, YTO OH — 6or?

370 ObINO CTOMb 04EBUAHBLIM BOMPOCOM, HO, TEM HE MEHEE, 3a[aBann ero MHe BrnepBbIe.
A 3Halo, YTO X04y ckasaTb, HO 3Ta MbICHb, KOTOPYH NPUAETCA OOBACHSTL CTOMb
BEIIMYECTBEHHO-MYraloLLeMy APEBHEMY CO3aHNI0, KAXKETCS... AETCKON?



OH BOCMPUHSAN MOE MOSYaHMe 3a OTBET, CMIOBHO Obl HA MHOW OH U HE pacCYMThbIBar:

— [ecaTb TbiCAY NeT Ha3ag Haw oTew, npumapx Jloprap AspenuaH, Hanucan "JlekTumno
OuneunHaTyc", owmboyHo Bo3Beas VimnepaTtopa B paHr bora. KoHeuHo, Mbl faxe He
HageeMcsl, YTO Thbl 3Haellb Ypu3eHa, unm ero paboTbl, — OH NOCMOTPEN HA MOV YOMBIIEHHO
OTKPbITbIA POT, — LlenHble ncel MmnepaTtopa yHUUTOXUIM BCO MHAOpMaLMio O npumapxax,
YTO HE MPUHSNN NOXb CBOErO OTua.

— OH He 6bIn NpefaH CBOMMU CbIHOBBbAMU, — MEAEHHO cKasan 4, He B CUilax CMUPUTLCS C
TeM, YTO NpUMapxm MoryT ObITb NpeaaTensamu.

TeMHbIM ANOCTON ML CKNOHWUIT CBOKO poratyto ronosy HaboKk:

— [eBATb U3 HMX NpuHANK MaHTeoH. Jloprap 6bin nepsbiM N3dpaHHNKOM TéMHbIX Boros, 4To
ObIn npocBeleH, gabbl ocBo60anTbL YenoBeyecTBo OT JloxxHoro MimnepaTopa.

OT0... 3TO ObINIO HEBO3MOXHO, HEMOCTMXKUMO YMOM! A MOMHIO cTaTyto GnaropogHoro
XunnumaHa, ycTaHOBNEHHYO Ha AePEBEHCKOM NoLwaan, 1 pacckasbl Npo cTonkoro [JopHa
N3 yCT MECTHOIO CBSILLEHHMKA. A npa3aHoBan CaHrenHany ¢ caMoro AeTcTBa. ..

B moem BoOGpakeHnn NpoHeCnmcb EBATb MOTy4YMX BOMHOB, @ 3aTEM UX MpayvHble
OTPaXEHMS, YTO oNULETBOPSAN caMm TeMHbI AnocTon. MeHs GykBanbHO TOLLIHMIIO OT 3TON
MbICIM, MHE Ka3anocCb OLWMOOYHBbIM OCKBEPHSTL TaKyt KpacoTy...

[emaror BHOBb 3aroBopuri, oopaulas Ha cebst Bce Moe BHUMaHUE:

— MNocne Toro, kak Xopyc cpasun MmnepaTtopa, KOppynUMOHHBLIM reremoHam Mmnepuyma
HY>XXHO 6bINo HaMTN cnocod NPOAOCIMKUTL NopabolleHne YenoBeyecTBa... CKOMb HUYTOXHbIE
noan aep3Hyny 6pocnTb BbI3oB Boram, 4TO BENM YeroBeYecTBO C TOr0 CaMoOro MOMEHTa,
Korga oHo BrepBble Bbldpanock u3 newep! OHKM B3sinu kHury Jloprapa, 3anpeLLeHHyto
camum MimnepaTtopom, 4Tobbl chopmmpoBaTth Mimnepckuit KynbT, nocMepTHO ero
oboxecTtBnAwWmMAn! — ero WenoT Obin NoA06EH KOMYMM HYEPBAM, YTO U3BUBANNCL B MOUX
yLiax.

— Ho Beab Bbl ckazanu, 4to MiMnepaTtop 3anpeTunn NoKMOHATLCS eMy ...

— Mbl He Byaem genaTb BUA, YTO XOPOLUO 3Hanu Mimnepartopa, HO Mbl ABaX4bl pasfgenvnm ¢
HUM none 6uTebl: Ha Teppe n Ha MoHapxun. OH 3Han, YTo OH He 6Gor... — rorioc Anocrona
cTan pasovapoBaHHbIM. — [la, NAeHSLWmMn CBOMM MOryLLIECTBOM, MIMnepaTop ocTtaBancs
BCEro MyLb YENOBEKOM, 3aBUAYIOLMM CUNE UCTUHHBIX BOroB — BOT MOYEMY OH MblTancs
COKpbITb NpaBay o MNMaHTeoHe!..

N306paxeHne KOMHaTbl NNbIBET B MOMX rna3ax. Moé Teno ob6gaeT XxonogHbIM NOTOM.
LLlenoT B ronoBe HapacTaeT, CNOBHO AaBMeEHKE. ..

— Teon mnepatop nornb aecatb TeicsyeneTu Hasag! Mogyman 060 Bcem, YTO Thl
nepexun Ha Papcuce, BCIOMHU Kaxayto ayLly, 4To ymepna 3a Hero — Bce 310 He Gornee,
YyeM opyaune KOHTPOMS, YTO MCMONb3YIOT XKECTOKME Moan, rOCNoACTBYOLWME Hag
NPOrHUBLUMMUW KOCTAMWU nmnepum!

JledeHsawut dywy yxac bexxum rio xurnam. Bokpya paszopeaHHble Ha Yacmu merna, a 8 yuax
cmosim gonnu cosidam, KOmopble 308ym c8oux Mameped.



A npowancs ¢ Muwed, dymasi Ymo yxe He 8epHYCb, XOmb U MHOXecmego pa3 obewas el
UHoe...

pyoeHOB XxnMagHOKPOBHO YBEAOMUIT MEHS, YTo 224-Thii nornbHeT Ha Papcuce. Mou pyku
TPACNUCH, CKUMAsICb B KyNakn. 3TO HEBO3MOXHO. [laxke cenyac, nocne Tex HENOCTUXKNMbIX
BeLlen, YTO MHe JOBEeNoCh YBMAETb Ha 3TOM kopabne, Bce 3TO MOXET OKa3aTbCs NULLb
oYepeaHoM NOXbHO. ..

— Tbl 3HaeLWwb, YTO Mbl FOBOPUM Npaeay, — npoLuenTan AnocTosn CToSb FPOMKO, YTO
3arnyLwmn moé 6esyMHoe apixaHue. — [ogymMai, CKonbko pa3s Tbl MOSUMCS, Y NPOCUN
cnacenus y Mimnepatopa? Yto Tbl nony4unn B koHe4YHOM UTore? MsiCHUKa, YTO BbICTPEnun
Obl B TBOK CMUHY, OTKAXMCb Tbl OTAATb WU3Hb 33 CBOMX UMMEPCKUX Xo3sieB!

BocriomuHaHusi ¢ mpeckom 83pbigaromcesi 8 MOE CO3HaHue: wen4ok 6onmepHo20
nucmonema lpydeHosa 3a Moel CriuHOU, MOKPbLIU OM KPOo8U WMbIK, 8bICKallb3bi8atoujull u3
e20 epyou, npedcMepmHble 8CX/IUrbl, Cpbl8arouuecs ¢ e2o ayb...

— £ npocTo XoTen BHOBb YBUAETH CBOW JOM, — LIEXY S CKBO3b CTUCHYTbIE 3YObl.
— OTO NOXb.
— INNoxb?..

EpeTnk 6ypaBuT MeHsi CBOMM NpOHULATESNbHBIM B3rMS40M, U S YYBCTBYHO, Kak MO
COMHEHUS U HEYBEPEHHOCTb UCMaPSIHOTCS C KaXablM MIHOBEHMEM.

— Tbl y6un ero B TOT MOMEHT, MBO 0Co3Han, Yto MImnepatop He CMOXET cnacTun Tebs oT
yxacoB ["anakTvku. Bnepsble B XXW3HW Tbl BO33Bas B MOMUTBE Y YE€ro-To MHOrO...

— W MNaHTeoH oTBeTUN, — NpoxXpunen g, B3gpOrHys.

— Mbl Takke No3HaNM MOMEHT NPO3peHNd AecaTb ThiCAY NeT Ha3af, Koraa oTeeprnu
INoxHoro MimnepaTopa, BbIMNMAOHYB ero S84 U NoXb, 06paTuBLLMCE K UCTUHE. Ha MrHOBeHwue,
AHApPVK, Tbl ObINT 4OCTATOYHO CUMEH, — Npowunnen ANOCTON, U ero YyAOBULLHOE U0
pasaynocb OT HanbIWEHHOW YBEPEHHOCTN, — YTObbl YyBUAETb CBOErO ChiHa. W TOT TUXMI
LIEeNOT, YTO Tbl CIbILWNLLL — 3TO fNLLL OTFOSIOCKM TOr0, YTO TBOPUTCH B HALLUX YyLUaX, —
NPOU3HEC OH YyXe 6e3 TeHn Boicokomepud. Ckopee, 3T0 ObIfio KOHCTaTaunen gakra.

— PasBe Tebe He 6bINo MHTEPECHO, OTKYAA Mbl y3HanNu, Kak Hantn teba Ha ®apcuce?

— A... A He 3agymbIBancsa Hag 3TUM. ..

McnonnHckui opaTop BHOBb 6ypaB|/|T MeHsA nblakvwmm B3rnAaom:

— HekoTopble Ha3biBalOT [1aHTEOH «Xao0COMY»; Mbl K€ CHATAEM, YTO 3TO HEMPABUIbHO —
OaHHbIV TEPMUH NogpasyMeBaEeT Crly4anHOCTb U 6ecnopsigok. born He gonyckaloT HUYero 3
BblLlenepe4ncrieHHoro. OHM NpmBenu Hac k Tebe, Aabbl Tbl MOT UCMOMHUTL CBOE
npegHasHadeHue.

— Kakoe xe?

TeMHbIn AnOCTON yKasan Ha MEHSA KOrTUCTbIM NasbLeM:



— Teoe Bpems npuaet, AHapuk MNeTpoB. A noka xe 6yab JOBONEH HALIMM rOCTENPUUMCTBOM
— Tbl OTONarogapuLLb Hac No3xe, NoBeas CBOMX Nofen B BUTBY NpOTVB NpeaasLUero Bac
NoxHoro Nmnepuyma.

£ onyckarocb Ha KOneHu, Npknmas rorioBy k nanybe, n roBopto:
— KngaHycb Bam, MO rocnogmH.

OHuM oTCTYyNaKT — NKLLbL HECKONBLKO rMynuoB BCe BeAYT OrOHb B MOCNEHMX
060pPOHUTENBHBIX MYHKTOB. B nyyllem criyyae 3To MOXHO HasBaTb napoanen Ha 060poHy, B
Xyguem xe — norpebansHon uepemonnen. Mimnepubl Kopsaxa Il 6b1nm mepTBbl 3a40nro Ao
TOro, Kak 0Co3Hanm aTo.

— Bnepépn! Hukoro He ocTaBnATh B UBbIX! — pABKHYN 9 Yepes CBOW BOKC, KOrAa axo
apTUnNnepun ncHesno. 224-i nonk 3acen B U3NoMaHHOM NIMHUN TpaHLeWn, Beas OroHb Mo
NOTPSACEHHbIM 3aLUUTHUKAM, XpabpoCTb KOTOPbLIX HAKOHEL-TO Aana TpewuHy. Cimwkom
NO34AHO MMMepLbl NbITAOTCS CNACTUCh U3 FOPSLLMX 3aXBayYeHHbIX OKOMOB, yberas no MecuBy
N3 KPOBM 1 CHera, NponMTaHHOMY XMMUKaTamu, Bonoda 3a cobor CBOMX N3yBEYEHHbIX,
OrMOXLWKMX OT rPOX0Ta CHapPSAOB (USIM Yero-To NoXy>Ke) TOBapPULLEN.

HebonbLlwion oTpsa NbliTaeTcs okasaTb CONPOTUBIIEHNE — OHU YMPYT nepBbiMyU. COTHU Ten
JepralTcs B NpeacMepTHbIX KOHBYNbCUSAX, CITIOBHO MapUOHETKN B pyKax Kyknosoaa, Korga
224-n 6e3xanocTHO obpe3aeT HUTKN NX XXU3HEWN, 3aKaH4YMBasi 3TOT 60 3a CUNTAHHbIE
MUHYTbI.

Mow ry6bl HanpsiratoTcsl, Koraa Mbl MeasfIeHHO ABWXEMCS Mo 06eaeHeBLIEMY MO0 GUTBHI,
npoTarnkuBasiCb CKBO3b TPYMbl U CHET, CTPENssi B NIOGOro HECHaCTHOro, YTO BCE €eLle
MbITanNCca yXBaTUTbCS 3@ XU3Hb.

A 4yyBCTBYIO OBreryeHuve.

— MbI cgenanu 370, — roBOPHO 51 CBOMM NOASAM, KOra OHN HaKOHEL-TO TO cobupatotcs
BOKpPYr MeHs1. — Bbl cpaxkanucb npekpacHo. Bl Bce...
— Pasge?

£ pesko pa3BopaynBaloCb, YTOObI NOCMOTPETb HA FOBOPUBLLETO, XOTS U 3HAK 3TOT ronoc.
Kak 51 6bl 51 MOr ero He y3HaTb MOCre BCEX 3TUX NeT?..

— ['oBopw npsiMmo, AnekcaHap, — S BUXY, Kak OH konebrneTcs, NbiTadCb CKPbITb 3TO 3a
XMypbIM B3rnsgom 6eiBanoro congata. A sugen nogobHoe paHblue, korga cTosn Hag
Tpynom pyaeHoBa.

— Y70 Mbl HATBOPUNK, KaNUTaH? — C HANOPOM cripalnBaeT OH. — Mbl OTpe3anu 3Tux fngen
OT NMHUI CHabXeHNsi HECKONbKO HeAenb Ha3azd, NoAKPenneHne K HAM Tak He NpubbIno.
BeposTHO, 3a MX CMMHaMK CTOAN TaKoM e KoMmuccap, Tbl4yLUin UM B CMVHbI MUCTOMNETOM,
4yTOObI HE AaTb OTCTYNUTL. A Mbl... Mbl younm unx!



£ xoTen 6bIN0 TOMKHYTb PeYb, HO, OKMHYB B3rNsA0M Tena MepPTBbIX ManbyYuLLEK, YbM Nuua
3acCTbifIN B BEYHOM Yy)XXace Y MOUX HOT, MOHSAI, 4TO He cMory. A B3sn 3a nne4yo Anekcangpa,
nbiTassicb ero noaboapuTh:

— 51 noHMMalo, Kak aTO TAKENO, PALOBON. A He Bepun Takke, Kak U Tbl, HO BCe OKa3arocb
npasdomn...

OH 0XXeCTOYEeHHO OTMaxmMBaeTCs OT MEHS:

— OTKyQa BaM 3HaTb, YTO 3TO NpaBda, kanutaH? OTKyga Bbl 3HaeTe, YTO HAc He obmaHynn?
— €ro rofloc CpbIBAETCs OT BCMbILWKN FTHEBA. — TOMbKO NOTOMY YTO 3Ta... ATa TBapb TaK
ckasana?!

Bonpoc 3actan meHsa Bpacnnox, MOTOMY Y4TO HUKTO U3 Nosika HUKorga He crnpawmsan o6
3TOM: HM TOrga, Koraa s Bbillen n3 nokoes nopaa [xapaka, Hu korga-nnbo ewé. Movemy s
noBepsto rocnoguny hkapaky? Novemy s npeknoHun nepen HAM KoneHn? CKonbKo
BPEeMEHW NPOoLLSIO C TeX Nop, Kak 9 NoKMHyn ceatunuwe TemHoro Anoctona? CKonbko
BPEMEHM NPOLLIIO C TeX NOpP, KaK A NOAENUICA 3TUMN Y>KAaCHbIMW OTKPOBEHMSIMU CO CBOUM
MONKOM?..

MHe Ka3anocb, YTO 3TO ObINIO B MPOLUSION XM3HU, N MPOMCXOANIO C ApYyruM Yenosekom. [la,
A 6610 gpyrum. ToT AHgpuk NeTpos ymep, HO ymep He Ha Tapcuce, a Ha 6opTy «BeyHon
WcTuHbl», pacnpocteplumch nepea ApeBHUM CyLLEeCTBOM, MyAPOCTbIO KOTOPOro S 6bin
MOKOPEH.

Ho a He Mory pacckasaTb 3To Bce 224-0My NOSIKY, YTO NPSIMO CeEMYac CMOTPUT Ha MEHS B
ynop.

— Ha Tapcuce Bbl Bce AoBepunucb MHe, Arnekcanap, — MO rofioc 3By4nT TBEPAO, U
JOHOCUTCA A0 BCeX MOMX nogen. — A npoLly n cendac OBepATb MHe.

— He Bce goBepsanu Bam, kanuTtaH...

— YTo ThI MeeLb B BUAY?

— Y Hac He 6bino Bblbopa — Cepreii 3acTpenun Obl Noboro, KTo He nocnegosan Gkl 3a
To60N. TOYHO Tak Xe, kak OH 3acTpenun Muxauna!

A 6pocato B3rnsg Ha CBOEro 4OBEPEHHOMO NeNTeHaHTa, YTo cropbuncs, CNoBHO YMbIpb,
Aepxa Hox HarotoBe. OH )XagHO CMOTPUT Ha TPYMbl, HO YCMbILLIAB CBOE UMSI, OTBIIEKAETCS
OT MpayHbIX Mbicnei. PecnupaTop ckpbiBaeT ero nuLo, HO APOCTb B rNasax BuaHa
HEBOOPYXEHHbIM 11a30M, U MEeHsi HEBOSbHO NepeaepruBaeT APOoXb, NPUYMHON KOTOPOW
CIMY>XUT OTHIOAb HE XOIOoA. ..

— £ He npukasbian Cepreto HUKOro yomeatb, — MeffIeHHO roBopto 5. — W Bbl 3HaeTe, 4YTO OH
Obl HUKOrga Tak He NOCTYMuI.

AnekcaHap usgesaTernbCkM CMEeeTCs, CMIOBHO CrbILLUT MIOXYHO LWYTKY:

— lNo kpanHen mepe, [pPyaeHOBY XBaTano My>ecTBa KasHUTb NtoAen JIMYHO!

A meaneHHo cTarmeato cBon pecnupatop. B Hoc 6beT Mep3knin 3anax NposIMTon KPoBu U
AOKEHOW NNOTU, HO BCE OHW OOMMKHbI BUAETb MOE NUL0. DTOT BOMPOC HY>XHO 3aKPbITh pa3 U
HaBcerga, HoO BApYr HukMTa HaunMHaeT roBopuTh 3a MeHs. OH HeyKntoXKe NogHMMAaeTCs, ero
MbILLLbl BUAHBI CKBO3b pa3ofpaHHyto hopMy, 3annTyto KpOBbHO YOUTLIX MMNEPLIEB.



— HeT pasHuubl, 4To nponsoluno Ha Tapcuce! KanutaH MNMeTpoB BbIBEN HAC, U COXPaHUI
HaLLW >XU3HW, — ero KpMK HanoMyHaeT pblyaHue nca, U pasHOCUTCS Hag BCEM NOMKOM. — A
cnpalumBato Bac, Opatbs, nongete nv Bbl 3@ HUM BHOBb?

OpobpuTernbHbIN TOMOH congaT pa3HOCUTCS BETPOM MO MOS0, HEOXKMAAHHO NPepBaHHbLIN
ronocom AnekcaHgpa:

— Her.

£ MmeaneHHO NOBOPaYMBalOCh, NbITasACb OTTAHYTb HensbexHoe. B ero rmasax 3actbinm
cresbl, U OH C MOSb60M CMOTPUT HA MEHS:

— £ nowen 3a Tobow Ha Tapcuce NULb NOTOMY, YTO 3TO OblN €ANHCTBEHHbIN CNOCO6
OCTaTbCH B XWBbIX, — TOBOPUT OH, YKa3blBasi HA TbICAYN OCTbIBAIOLLMX TPYMNOB Y HALUWUX HOT. —
Ho s Tak 6onblie He mory!

HeobbATHan neyanb nocenunack y MeHs B cepALe, U 1 He MOry nepectaTtb AyMaTb O ero
TpOMX OEeTAX M XeHe. IHTepecHO, CKOMNbKo UM cendac? CKOMnbko NeT MoeMy COGCTBEHHOMY
CbIHY?

51 ok KornblbernbHy0 Marbily 8 XUeome Moel XeHbl, HadesiCb Ha Mo, YmMo OH 0OHaX0b!
y3Haem Mol 20J10C...

— AcHo. KTo-HMbyab elle cumTtaeT Takke?

Kakoe-To Bpemsi HUKTO He ABurancs, HO BCKOpPe HEKOTOpble COonaaThbl HaYanu HeyBepeHHo
NoAHUMAaTL PyKU. A ucnyctun nevanbHbin B3gox. Mx 6onblue, 4eM st Hagesancs, HoO MeHbLLE,
yem s 6osancs, u A 6GnarocnoBnso UX B NOCNEOHUA NyTh:

— O4yeHb XopoLLOo. YOUTb UX.

Cnu1LKOM No3aHO 06peY€HHbIE 0CO3HAIOT, YTO Nponucxoant. OHKM NbITalTCA OTOMBATHLCS OT
cBoux 6paTbeB BbICTPENAMM Na3raHoB, KIMHKAMK, KyriakaMu, HoraMu, OHM Kpu4ar,
OyKBaribHO MyckatoT B X0 3yObl, ObIOT 1 TONMKAKTCH, HO CePbE3HO NPOUrPbLIBAOT HaM B
YyuUCrneHHOCTU. JIUlb OAWH MU, U BCE 3aKaHYMBaETCs, eCnv He BpaTb B pac4ET CTOHbI
yMUpPaIoLLKX.

Kak Tonbko ax0 nocrnegHero BeICTpena pacTBoOpseTCs B BO3AyXe, 1 OTTArMBat0 B CTOPOHY
CBOEro CTaporo gpyra:

— Cepref...

— A Tbl JENCTBUTENBHO AyMari, YTO OHM Nowwnm 3a Tobon Ha Tapcuce ns-3a TBoux peven?! —
GeLUueHO pbIYnT OH, NpepbiBas MEeHS.

— Tbl yrpoxan um?

— Tbl youn NpygeHoBa, 1 9TO eANHCTBEHHAdA NPUYMHA, NO KOTOPOW 224-0My He nneeaTtb Ha
Te6s. CMepTb — eANHCTBEHHAsi cuna, KoTopasi UMeeT 3Ha4YeHne. — PblYnT OH. — A Ayman, Thbl
yXXe MOoHAN 3T0.

— # He TupaH, — orpbi3alock 5, 06pbIBas ero gpasy. — YOMNCTBO HEBMHHOIO YenoBeka - 310
He cunal

Barnag Cepreﬂ 3acCTblJ1, €ro 3padku npespaTtusinCb B AB€ Malri€eHbKUX TOYKWU.



— Munxaun youn 6bl Tebs. Tbl 3HaeLwb 3T0.

A oTyasHHO BOPHOCH C XKenaHNeM 3aBONUTb, BPE3aTbCH B HEMO M YAApUTb, HO NPOAOSKat0:
— Tbl He 3Haellb 3TOr0 HaBepHsIKa, — LWenyy s, NogaBnsist CBON rHes, — Mbl HE MSICHUKM,
Cepreii. Mbl BbilLe 3TOrO.

CTtapbii gpyr cCHAMaeT pecnupaTop, U ckanuTtcd. Ero rybbl kKaxyTcst MHE CTPaHHbIMU — OHU
Lwnpe, YeM OOSDKHbI ObInn ObITb, HAMHOTO LUMPE.

— A Tbl c4MTaellb, YTO Tbl BbILLE 3TOrO, HE TakK NIN? — OH YCMEXaeTCs, paCKMHYB PyKn B
CTOPOHbI, CNOBHO Gbl XO4ET OOHATL BCEX NIOAEN, KOTOPbIX Mbl Nepedunu.

Muwa ynbibaemcs mHe. EG Hpasumcsi Mosi B0eHHasi ghopma — OHa cHumaem, 4mo s
8bl2/IsXKy Kpacueo, u 208opum, Ymo Hadeemcs, Ymo y Hukonas 6ydym mou 2o51ybsie
enasa...

— Tak u ecTb, 4epT Tebs aepwu, nHa4ve Mbl He nyyile mnepuyma, KoTopbin oTBepriun! —
Kpuyy 8 B oTBeT. — Mbl 4OmkHbI cTaTh nyywe ana Kensbpbl. [na Hawmx cemen!

Cepreii CMOTPUT Ha MEHS TaK, CNOBHO Obl BriepBble BUAUT MEHS, U 3TO OCTaBNAET CTPaHHbIN
ocafoK.

— MNo4yemy xe OH Tebs BbIOpan? A HMKorga aTOro He Nonmy.

Mpexae YeMm st ycneBat oTBETUTb, Cepreii pa3BopaynBaeTcs, U yXoauT Npodb Yepes
oCTbiBaloLLee nore 6os.

£ 3Halo, YTO 3TO HE KOHELL, M YTO NPSIMO celyvac s AOMKEH OblTb CO CBOUMM FHOALMMU,
KOTOpbl€ TOMbKO YTO younu ceomnx cobpaTtbeB. HekoTopble U3 HUX BbIrMAOAT OTBPATUTENBHO,
HeKoTOpble BCe eLUE AepXKaTcs, a TPeTbM U BOBCE BManu B 3KCTa3 — BIPOYEM, OHU BCE
OVHaKOBO OECMOKOAT MEHS.

— Mbl 6onbLue He Te, kKem Bbinn korga-To, — 06bABNSAO 51, NPUTBOPSASICb YBEPEHHBLIM B CBOUX
cnoBax. — Ha Tapcuce mbl ckpenunm y3bl Hawero opartcrea kpoBbto.Mbl BbIKOBanu CBs3b
Mexay Hamu KpoBbto! OT0 3akoH BceneHHon! 3T1o nctuHa MaHteoHa! bonblue Mbl He 224-i
nonk KenbbpaHckmx AHblvap, — rpoMko Kpudy . — OTHbIHE Mbl Bo3poxaeHHble!

ThiCcA4N NPUBETCTBMIA, DOEBLIX KIMYEN U BO3rMacoB — BOT OTBET Ha MO peyb. [[ae-1o noa
KyPTKOW, Mo MOEN KOXEN, 1 YyBCTBYHO YTO-TO BPOAE M3BMBaKOLMXCA YepBen. Moo pyky
npoctpenueaeT 60rb, a WenoT royI0oCOB CTAHOBUTCS 3IT0BELLE MPOMKUM. ..

v
A... A meHsoch.

A yaMBneHHo ocmaTpuBalo Kaxkabli LWNM XMTUHOBOIO MOKPOBA CBOEN KOXW, CXXUMasi
OrPOMHBI Kynak, ¥ CyCTaBbl TPELLAT, CITIOBHO NPUriyLLEHHbIE BbICTPENbI. A NOMHI0, Koraa
BNepBble 3aMeTUIN U3MEHEHMS: MOW HOITU OTBaNUNNCh, KOrda s 0TYasiHHO pacuapanbiBarn
KOy, CKBO3b KOTOPYHO MPOTanKMBanuch LUUMbI, U B KAKOW-TO MOMEHT MnarnbLibl YANMHUIUCH W



3aTBepaenu, a NnoTb C HUX OTcrounachk, YTobbl YCTYNUTL MECTO YeMy-TO HOBOMY. HblHe
MOSI pyka cTana Maccoi pacnyxwmx nynbCUpYOLLMX MbILLLL: S Aaxe NonbiTancs oTpesatb
pykaBa cBOero (oopMeHHOro KUTensi, Ho, B KOHLIE KOHLIOB, Y BOBCE OT HEro OTKasarcs.

M3HavanbHo A 66N B y>kace, HO MOCTENEHHO XenaHue coapaTtb KOXY U OTPYOUTb CBOKO PYKY
NcYesno — A cTan CUIbHbIM, St CUMbHEE, YeM Koraa-nmbo npexae, U Moy NMoAn MEHSANUCH
BMECTE CO MHOW. A oco3Har, YTO B Bapne HET Takoro NoHATUS, Kak «epeMsi». BpemeHu HeT
1 gywHom mpake «BeuHon VctuHbl». MMHOrga s npockinatoch M BUXY CBOMX CONAAaT B TEX XKe
nosax, B KOTOPbIX BUAEN W nepen CHOM; MHOr4a Xe MpocbiNakcCh, U BUXY UCKaXXeHHble nuua
C BbICTYNAOLWNMUN KIbIKAMU, UIK YCESAHHbIE MHOXECTBOM rNnaa.

IMoaw, ¢ koTopbiMu A TpeHupoBarncsa Ha Kenbbpe, npeBpaTtnnnck B ropbatbiX pblyaLlmx
3Bepen. OgHaxabl 9 3agpemMan BO BpeMs pasroBopa ¢ AHaTtonnem Knsapom — rnaBHbIM
MeOMKOM Hallero norska, a MPOCHYSCcsa psSAoOM C rpyaon BONSALWero Msca.

MunnMoHbI CMEPTHBIX 3aMNONHANN HWXKHME nanybbl «BeuHon NCTuHBbI», COCTaBNSASA ThiCAYM
KOPONEBCTB, ThICAYM MENKNX BOEHAYarIbHUKOB KOTOPLIX XaXaann KpoBU U rpabexen.

Mbl cpaxkaemcs 3a ogexay, Tpodeun, apTedakTbl U HAPKOTUKN, yOnBasa Tex, KTO OTBEYaeT 3a
NoCTaBKkN MegMkaMeHTOB Hanepekop OTuy YyMbl, HO cambl FNaBHbIA TOBap 34eCb — 3TO
OpYyX1e, U NULLIb OHO 34eCb UMEET 3HaYeHMeE. Vimesa AoCcTaTouHO OpYyXusi u GrnarocnoBeHue
TémHbIx Boros, Tbl MOXeLUb NONYYNTb BCE, YEro noxernaelub.

A crapatock aepxatb Bo3poxXaeHHbIX BMECTE, HACKOITbKO 3TO BO3MOXHO: Mbl 3aKIHO4MIU
HOBbIN JOrOBOP O KPOBOMPOSIMTUK, HO S BCE €eLLe oLyLLa X 6eCrnokoNCcTBO, UX yXKac 1
6onesHun. Horaa n 9 oLyLwato X1BOTHOE XenaHne OTBEPHYTLCS OT ropsiLlero ceeta
WCTUHBbI, N BonbLUe HUKOr4a He CMOTPETh B €ro CTOPOHY, HO BpeMs NaéT: 6onb oT
npegaTtenbcTBa Nepepoannach B rHEB, KOTOPbIA Mbl UCMOMb3yeM YTOObI BbXKUTL. Kak
TONbKO Mbl BepHynuck ¢ KopsaHa lll, a4 npuBen Bo3poXXaeHHbIX K XMMUYECKOMY OTCTONHUKY
BO3e Mna3MeHHbIX S4ep — 370 ObINo Halle MecTo, U Mbl Ha3Banu ero CeatunuwieM. Mel
BHOBb U BHOBb naem B 60, C KaxablM pa3oM CTaHOBSICb BCE CUMbHEE, HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO
HeKoTOpble BbICKa3bIBaOT OMaceHns — BNpoYemM, COBEPLUEHHO HaMpacHo.

Ceprei MmeaneHHo, CITOBHO Nporynueasich, bpeaeTt nog OrpOMHbIM HABECOM, BeAYLUNM B
CeATUNULLE, OKPY>KEHHBIN CBUTOM U3 HECKONbKUX CBUPEMbIX NTAaKeeB, YTO PbILLYT No3aau
Hero.

— AHOPUVK? — ero Xpunibi rosioc 3XoM OJOHOCUTCS OO0 MOUX NMOKOEB. — AHOPUK, MO CTaphbIi

apyr, rae Tbl?

— MNpuBean ero ko MHe, — ycTarno npukasbiBato s, B340XHYB, U Kupunn, oanH ns momx
MOYETHBIX OXPaHHMKOB, NOAYNHAETCS.

Mol nerTeHaHT, MOV ObINoN APYr U3MEHUNCA TakkKe, Kak U BCE Mbl: €ro nesasi pyka
npeBpaTunach B N3BMBAKOLLEECS KOJTHOYEE LynarnbLe, a NMuo Npuobpeno HaCMELLBbIN
BUg rpbidyHa. Cesaton OKTET BbiCeYeH Ha ero nby, a Ha TOSICTON KOXe Bblpe3aHbl
©ecuncneHHble pyHbl. KnHKM BbICTYNAOT M3 HOXEH, BbICTABIIEHHbIX NPSIMO B €ro NnoThb, a
FHUIOLLME TOTEMbI CBUCAIOT C PXKaBbIX Lienen.



HekoTopbiM noTpeboBanocb BpeMsi, HTOObl MPUCNOCOBUTLCA K XXM3HU Ha «BeyHon NCTuHe,
HO He Cepreto: Ka3anocb, OH C BOSIHEHMEM XAarn TOro MOMeHTa, Korga MoXHo byaet
cbpocuTb ¢ cebs OKOBbI MPUINYKS, U OTAATBCS HACUIUIO — YTO, COBCTBEHHO, U NPOM30LLSIO.
£ oo cnx nop NOMHIO, Korga Hayan ero Tepsitb — 3To npomsoLwno nocne Kopsaxa lll. Mbl
TOMbKO 3aKOH4YMM obycTpamBaTh Hawe CeaTunuule, korga g noHsn, yto Cepres HUrge He
6b1n0. A nogyman, 4To oH nan B 6010, ¥ Mbl HE 3aMETUN 3TOrO, HO KOrA4a s He CMOT HaWTK
€ro Teno, TO PELUns, YTO ero yHEC OAMH N3 TEX YXKACOB, YTO XMBYT B TEHAX «BeyHon
WCTUHbI»; TONBKO TOrAa s y3Harn y YacoBblX, YTO OH yLlen BO TbMy KopabernbHbIX TOHHENEN.
Uepes HekoTopoe BpeMs OH BEPHYICS, MOKPbLITLIN KPOBbLLO, @ C ero nosica ceucanu pyku,
ywim, n a3blkn. OH Mon4ya NPOTOSKHYNCA MUMO, Kak 1 6ecumcneHHoe KonnyecTso pas 4o
aTOoro, Korga yxogun. Ero Bblnaskm ctTaHOBUNUCHL BCE ANVHHEE U KpOBaBee, a Teno Havyano
N3MeHaTbCA No npuxody B CeaTtunuuie. MNo3xe oH Havan Bo3BpaLaTbCa B KOMMAHUN
Yy>KaKoB — BOMHOB, Ybl0 BEPHOCTb OH BbIUIPbIBan B KPOBaBbIX NOeAMHKaX NPOTUB NX
ObIBLUMX XO35€B.

CyLecTByeT MHOXECTBO Cocob0oB MOKMOHEHUs [1aHTeoRy, 1 YOUNCTBO, 6€3yCnoBHO,
cambln BepHbIX, HO Be3yaep)xHoe npasgHoe Hacunune Ceprest MPUYNHANO MHE CTpadaHua. A
4yyBCTBOBan cebsa nuuemepom nocne cobbiTnii KopsaHa lll. B KOHLE KOHLIOB, 3TO S Hecy
OTBETCTBEHHOCTb 3a rmbesib OrpOMHOro Yncra fngen, KOTopbiX JaXe HE CMOry cocunTaThb,
N YTO XXe oTNnu4aeT yxxacHyto oxoTy Cepresi 1 MO pacnpasy Haf nogbMU, KOTOPbIX 4
3acTpenun, 3apesar, 3agyLwmn, 4Tobbl MPOCTO-HANPOCTO OCTaTbCS B XMUBbIX?..

MMeHHO noTomy s Monyarn, HUKaK He KOMMEHTUPYS ero AeiCTBUSA — A He 3Har, YTo eMy
cKasaTb, a OH, B CBOI 04epefb, MOrpy»Karcs ¢ rorioBoi B 06pas MOHCTpa, KOTOPbIM
BMocneacTsum ctan. Xyxe Toro, A oluyLlal, Kak Bce Bo3poxaeHHble BnaaaT B 3T0
KPOBOXa[IHOe HUIMMNCTUYeckoe 6e3ymme, YTO Taumnoch y Kpaes Hallero NpoCBETNEHUs.

£ BAbIxato 31TOBOHHbIN 3anax, KOTOpbIN NpeaLlecTByeT nosiereHunto Cepresi B MOEM TPOHHOM
3ane. 4 3Han, 4To 3TOT AEHb HACTYNUT, HO S Obl XOTEN ero OTTAHYTh. ..

— AX, BOT Tbl rae, AHAPWUK, — OH SA0BUTO YrblbaeTcs MHe. Ero poT pacnnbincs B ynbibke Ao
TOro MecCTa, rAe AOIMKHbI Obifn ObITb YLUK... €Crin Bbl OH UX He oTpe3arn.

— A yx 6bIN10 NogyMarn, YTo Tbl CNULLb...

C aTUMK croBamy MOW MOYETHbIV KapayrbHbIA HAYUHAET pblvaTh U CKAaNUTLCS, KPErnko
CKUMas opyxue B pykax. H ycnokanearo ero XecTtom pyku — MpOTUBOCTOATb 3TUM
AENCTBUSIM OTKPBITO S HE MOTY, HO He JOMKEeH NnokasbiBaTb crabocTb.

— Cepren, — 2 megneHHo kueato. O4eHb MeaneHHo. HebpexHo. B oTBeT ero rnasa
pasapaXKeHHO CYXXaloTCs, HO OH He BbldaeT 3TOro B CBOMX CIOBax:

— A cnblwan, YTo BCKOpe HaM NpeAcTouT BbiCcagka... — FOBOPUT OH, U NPOAOmKaeT nocne
MOEro KMBKa. — A y>ke HacnaxgarCb BO3MOXHOCTbIO AOHECTU NpaBay 40 HOBOIO MUpa, — OH
OCTaHaBMMBAETCH, LIOKas pa3fgBOEHHbIM S3bIKOM. — A MOYTU OLLYyLLak0 CNagoCTHbIN BKYC
KPOBW, KOTOPYHO Mbl MPOSbEM. ..

OH 3aKkaH4YMBaET rOBOPUT, U BOUHbI HAYMHAKOT MEP3KO Xnxukatb. OOUH U3 HUX, YTO
BbIrNSANT HACTOSILLMM rOfIOBOPE30M, AOCTAET HOX, M HAYMHAET Bbipe3aTb CBEXUE PYHbI HA
CBOEWN KOXe.



— Tbl Mwews youncteo 6e3 kakon-nnbo uenn, 6pat, — oTBETUN A, CTapasiCb KazaTbCA
APYrom, a He NokpoBuTenem. — HekoTopble MOryT HacnaxagaTbCsi pe3Heun, HO 3TO He NyTb
Bo3poxXaeHHbIX.

— K10 ckasan, 4to 3T0 He Tak?! — ApOCTHO LUMNUT OH B OTBET, U S XMYPHOCb, HAAESACh, YTO OH
OTCTYNWUT.

— Tak ckasan 1.

— C yero 6bI TBOM crioBa cTanv UMeTb 3Ha4YeHne?

— [oToMy 4YTO UMEHHO S BO3rnaBnsito Bo3poxaeHHbIX.

— A nodemy Tbl?! — cepauTOo CNOHYM OH, HAaNpsras MbilLUbl LWEW.

— [NoTomy 4TO A TBOM KanuTaH, nenteHaHT Mernes, — HU3KUM M OMACHBIM FOIOCOM FOBOPHO 4.

Yxo0u, uduom! He 3acmaernsti MeHs1 npu4uHsImb mebe 607b...

Ceprei nuub cmeeTcst MEP3KMM ByrbKatoLUMM CMEXOM:
— TBouM 3BaHMEM KanuTaHa Tebs Harpagunu pabdsbl JloxkHoro Mimnepartopa, — KpUYnUT OH,
noBbILlas rofloc, YTobbl AaTb pacchnbllwaTb BCEM 3T CMOBA.

Hukuta, Mo camblvi ApbIv U NbISIKAA ONEKYH, 3akpblBaeT MeHs cBouM Tenom. OH
n3meHuncsa 6onblue ocTanbHbIX: AaXe U TeHU TOro NCMyraHHOro Marnb4yvka, KOTOPbIM OH
ObIN, He ocTanock Nog cropbsieHHbIM, MyTUPOBAaBLLMM TESTOM.

— [a Kak Tbl cCMeeLlb 0cKopbnATb KanutaHa?! — pblYUT OH, OBHaXas KrblKK, 1 ero onyxwee
TENo NynbCUpPYyeT OT SPOCTU. — A BbIpBY TBOE noraHoe cepaue, Harnew!

— A Tebe Bcerga HpaBunocb 06nun3biBaTb €ro 60TUHKN, He Tak Nn? Thl BbIN ero LWaBkon
Jaxe [0 TOro, Kak nepepoausics...

— KanutaH NMeTpoB cnac Ham xu3Hu Ha Papcuce!

— £ 661 noctynun Takxke!

— Ho He nocTtynun! — 3anaan Hukuta, yaapue cBOen MOXHATOM nanown no nony. — Tbl CTOAN
TaM Kak TpyC, KOTOPbIM Thbl U ABnsiewwbCs, korga MpyaeHoB ctpenan B meHs! Tol 661 ymep
nocne mMeHs, 3awumiias atoT 6yHkep!

HuknTta o3ByumBan To, 4TO, Kak S nogo3pesarn, 6b110 B cepauax MHOIMX, 1 NoXuparno MOero
CTaporo apyra usHytpu co BpemeH dapcuca.

— A Kak Hac4eT Tebs1, 6e3BoNbHbIV Npuaypok? — cmeétca Cepren. — A 3actpenun Muxauna,
noka Tbl CTOSIN B Ny>Xe MOYM OT cTpaxal

— Tbl AencTBOBanN TOMNbKO KOraa MOHSAM, YTO HAaxoAuLbcA B 6e30nacHOCTU — Kak cenyac.

— A Tbl cunTaeLb, YTO cenvac Mbl B 6€30MacHOCTM? — LUMNUT MOK ObIBLUMIA ApYr, OOHaxast
HOX...

MrHOBEHHO BCe HaxoslWmecs B MOKOSX BbIXBATLIBAIOT OPYXKME, OXMUAAA KPOBOMNPOUTUS.
— XBatuT, Hukuta! — kpunuy 4, npexge Yem pas3roBop NpeBpaTuTcs B 601MHI0. — [10BOMBHO!
Ecnn nenteHaHT Mernes 4To-TO XOYeT ynaanTb, TO Mbl COenaemM 91O Tak, Kak NpuHATO!

Lynanbue Cepres BoIHUMAET BTOPOM KUHXKAM M3-3a KOXXAHOTO PEMHS.
— [pyroro nytu y MeHs1 He 6b1no, AHOPYIK.



Tonna Monx BOMHOB rOTOBUTCS K BOMHE: Takne CTbIYKM Cpeay CMEPTHbIX — YacToe SIBMeHne
Ha nanyb6ax «BeyHon NCTUHBI», HO S NPUNOXUT MHOMO YCUIUI, YTOObI OFPaHNYNTL UX YUCIO
B Npegenax Ceatunuwia. VIHTepecHo, KOro oHM nogaepkat cenyac? Kpaem rnasa s Buxy
Tonny y nepebopku psagoM ¢ OTCTOMHMKOM — 3TO paHaTuKK, 4To nayT 3a Cepreem, nnm HeT?
£ He 3Halo OTBETA Ha 3TOT BOMNPOC; BO3MOXHO, 3T CMEPTHbIE NPOCTO XOTAT YBUMAETb YblO-TO
cMepTb. A 4oCTalo CBOW KITMHOK: opyxue Agentyc AcTapTec ¢ 3a3yOpeHHbIM NE3BUEM,
KOTOpoe 4 B35 B kavyecTBe Tpodes Ha nonax KopeaHa lll. Mernes KpyXutcs BOKpYr MeHs,
CMOBHO TaHUyOLLasa 3mMes, CKpyumBasi CBoe Lynanble, YToObl HanTn 6peLlb B MOeN 3alumTe.
— £ He xo4y ybuBaTb Tebs, — roBOPUT eMy Ta MOS YacTb, KOTOPasi MOMHUT, Kak Mbl
cpaxanucb nnevyom k nnevy Ha Papcuce. Ho BTopas e 4yacTb MeHs1, YTO oTganacb nopay
I[bxapaky, npotusutcs. lNepekoweHHoe nuuo Cepres pactekaeTcsl B 6€300pa3Hon yXMbISIKe,
1 OH OpbIKET CNIOHOW, LUBLIPAA B MOM rnasa ropctb nenna, 1 genaeT Bbinag Brnepea.

BospoxaeHHble BONAT OT BOCTOpPra, noka s ocnenneH. PasgaeTcs CTpaHHbIN LWENYoK, U S
BCKMAbIBAO PYKY, U NAYYCb Ha3an, CMaxuBasi C rfas XMMM4eckyto nbinb. Mou rnasa BHOBb
BUOAT, N 9 3amevato Hox Cepresd B MOeM OpOHMPOBaAHHOM npeanneybe.

— Tbl ympeLwb 3a 370, obellato! — peBy S, Hanagasa Ha Hero Npexae, Yem OH ycnesaeT
[ocTaTtb APYron KNMHOK. Mo ObIBLLIMIA NENTEHAHT cuneH, Ho 6orun gapoBanu MHe eLle
GonbLUyO cUny, U 9 NbiTaloCb COUTL Ero C HOM, HO OH YCMNEBAET YCKONb3HYTb NpeXae, Yem S
XBaTato ero.

£ 4yBCTBYI0, KaK KITMHOK BNMBAETCA MHE B NieYvo Tak rnyboko, 4To pa3pybaeT KOCTb.
Mernes 6bICTp, HAaMHOro BbIcTpee MeHs. A paspybato cBoMM opyxume Bo3ayx, Ho Cepren
BHOBb YBOpa4MBaeTCs, XxfleCTad MO MM0Tb LWMNACTbIM Lynanbuem, CAOBHO XSbICTOM. A
pbiyy oT 60nun. MHe Hy)xHO JoBpaTbCs 4O Hero...

— 7 Tak gonro aToro xgan, Mor cTapblv apyr, — cmeétca Mernes.

£ 6pocatock Bnepén, Ytobbl nepepesaTb eMy MMOTKY — 3TO M ObIfO OLLIMOKON, KOTOPYHO OH
xaan. Mosi pyka Ha4unMHaeT cnasMmumpoBaTh, Kak Tonbko Ceprein BOH3aeT B HEE eLé OauH
HOX. OH Tak Tak BbICTP, YTO A He ycneBalo 3a HAM cneautb. Mon KNMHOK NagaeT Ha 3eMto,
1 Wwynanbue ob6BMBaeT LWeto, COaBNMBas ee BCe CUMbHEE N cunbHee. A BOH3atlo CBOM
OKpOBaBfeHHbIE Nanblbl B €ro ynpyrne Mbillubl, HO OHU KPEnKu, Kak xeneso. A easa nu
MOry B3JOXHYTb; MOsI TpyAHas KrneTka HaTy>KHO B3abIMaeTca. A npekpallaro Abiwatb, 1
CNbILY TPECK CYXOXUNUIA B LLen. B rmasax TemHeer...

Muwa 3acmasenissiem meHs noKnscmscs Vimnepamopom, 4mo 51 6EpHYCh. 51 CHoBa U cHoga
KrsiHyCb el U CbIHY, wern4da Ha yxo, 4Ymo s 8epHycb. Mbi depxxumcs 3a pyKu 8 rnocrieOHuUl
pas...

... 1 CKMMat0 CBOMM XUTUHOBBLIM KyIiakoM ero nnevo, CroBHO nany tapakaHa. Koctu
NOMaloTCH, M OH HAYMHAET BONUTL. XBaTka BOKPYr Lieun ocnabesaeT, u 9 genato Baox. OH
BHOBb NbITAETCH YAAPUTb MEHSI HOXXOM, HO He MOXeT. Ero wynanbLe oxBaTbiBatoT
CYAOpPOrn, N OH POHSIET KIMHOK. f ONSATb HACTynato, N OTHAAHHO NblTaeTca 3abrnokMpoBaTh
MOW Kynak.



Waownor.

Kaxxgas kocTouka B ero KOHeYHOCTW pasneTaeTcs C BNaxHbIM XpycTom. Mernes LWMPOKo
OTKPbIBAET rnasa B NPUCTYMe LoKa; U3-Noj NNOTN ero OKPOBABIIEHHOW YErT0OBEYECKON PYKH,
YTO U30rHynacb NoA HeecCTEeCTBEHHbIM YrfIoM, BbinupaeT pa3gpobneHHas KocTb. A pybntio
€ro LmnacToe LynarnbLie, Noka OH B LUOKe, HO OH C PEBOM BbIpbIBAE€T KOHEYHOCTb U3
cycTaBa, efBa nv npuxoas B cebs; koneHm Ceprest NogKalIMBaOTCA, NOKa OH NbITaeTcs
CXaTb pas3apobneHHyto pyky o6pybkom LiynanbLa.

OTCTONHMK NOrpy>KaeTcs B TULLWHY NPY BUAE 3TON KAPTUHbI, M NLWb AepratoLimincs
OTPYGNEHHbIN OTPOCTOK HapyLLaeT ee, OTKa3biBasiCb yMUpPaTb.

— JTOro He AOMKHO GbIo ObITh, Cepre...

JlenTeHaHT CMOTPUT Ha MEHS, U U3 Er0 pTa TEKYT CTPYNKN THUMON KPOBU. A BUXY NULLIb
OCKOJIKM NIMYHOCTU MOEro CTaporo Apyra B ero crnesswmxcs rnasax, Ho He bornee.

— He moxeT 6biTb, — npobopmoTan oH. — OHM MHe obelanu... OHun... A 6bin... OHK
obeLann mHe Bo3poXaeHHbIX. ..

— BospoxaeHHble npuHagnexart MHe! — MeneHHo npoLumnen s, CXBaTuB ero rorioBy CBOew
MyTupoBasLlen pykon. — MHe!

Kynak cxmumaeTcsa nog Bonnu Cepresi, KOTopble NpeBpaLlanTcs B NPOH3UTENbHbIN BU3T 3a
MOMEHT [0 TOrO, KaK si C XpyCTOM pasaaBur ero Yeper.

— MbI npaBegHuMKM! — Kpryy S CBOMM NIOAAM, NOAHMMAs TPyN, YTOObLI BCe nocrnegosaTenu
Cepres Toxe aT0 yBuagenu. — Ul nuwb mMbl UCTUHHBI! Mbl Bo3poxaeHHble!

Tonna 3axoguTcs annogucMeHTamu, u Hukuta peser:

— MNpusetctBynTe, AHapuka! AHgpuka Kposasyto Pyky!

Teica4m ronocos B CBATUMMLLE BTOPAT EMY BOEM:

— KposaBas Pyka! KposaBas Pyka!

LLlenoT B MOMX yLlax nepepacTtaeT B packaTbl rpomMa. S nogHMMat0 CBOK KOHEYHOCTb BBEPX,
B 3HaK nobenbl.

Hesegomas cuna npoxuraeT MOW BeHbl COTHAMUW packaneHHbIx urn. Moé Teno spocTHo
HanpsraeTcsi, HOBbIE MbILLLbI BbIPbIBAIOTCS CKBO3b MMOTh, U TYT e 06pacTalT XUTUHOBLIM
naHuMpeM, a oKpoBaBreHHble pora NpobunealoTca CKBO3b Yepen 13 nba

Mosi pyka, COBHO BOCK, pa3fieTaeTcs Ha KpoBaBbl€ OLUMETKM, U CTAHOBUTCS MOXOXEN Ha
knewm. Ota gukas 6onb, kKOTopyto 6bl 1 HE Mor cebe BoobGpasuTb, HO OHa MpeKpacHa.

£ peBy B HeGeca rny0boKyo N SPOCTHYH NECHHO BOMHbI.
\'

N3 AloXunHbI BONSALWMX PTOB, YCEAHHbIX KIblKaMu, 1 y3Hat0 ronoc HMkutbl — oH NpopbiBaeTcs
CKBO3b KOSOYYIO0 MPOBOJSIOKY Nepea Hamu. S OTYETNMBO NOMHIO TOT A€Hb, KOr4a OH cTan



nopoxaeHmem Xaoca, CroBHO 3TO 6bIno BYepa. [MoMHI0, Kak OH Kpuyarn, Koraa ero Teno
BOCCTarslo NpoTMB pa3yma.. U BCe-Taku s 04apoBaH npeobpasoBbiBatoLLen cunon MNaHTeoHa.

BospoxageHHble ¢ BeCENbEM BpPbIBAOTCS B TPAHLUEN, MPOPbLIBAsCb Yepes XKene3obeTOHHbIe
OyHKepbl, 06aaBasi Bce BOKPYr KMCMAOTOW, UMK CXUrasi KOSIAOBCKMM OFHEM. B camblin Hy>XHbIN
MOMEHT OroHb Bpara ocrnabeBaeT, 1 kaxabli 6onTep, NasraH U OrHEMET NMOBOPAYMBAIOTCS K
naBvHE 13 KOITERN, LynaneL, KnoBOB, KIbIKOB, LUMMOB U KPbINTbEB, paspbiBaOLLMX FINHAIO
060pOHbI; 1 CTPEMIIOCH Tyaa e. Bnepeam meHs B3pbiBaeTcsa Kpak-rpaHaTa, nonagas
npsmo B HUKMTY, N MeHs okaTbiBaeT rHUIIOM KPOBbLIO OLLUMETKaMn TPYoB.

Touka Bxofa AaéT HaM HECKONbKO CEKYHA BPEMEHW, Nepes TEM, Kak NOTOK OrHs MMMNepLeB
0bpyLUMTCS Ha HAc, HO 3TOro eABa AoCTaTo4HO. MHe YyauTcs, YTo s BCe eLle Crbllly
HuknTy cpeau ronocos, kpuyalux B 3KCTase, Koraa ux MyTUpPOBaBLLYIO NIOTb pasbeaaeT
paspyLuaroLas kucnora.

51 BXOXY B TpaHLUED NePBbIM — O4MH U3 AECATKOB BbPKUBLLMX. Mo 3a3yOpeHHbIN KIMHOK,
BbIKOBaHHbIV U3 OCKONKOB BPOHN «XMMepbI», HAa0TMallb pPyOuT oLlenoMneHHbIX
reapdenues; OHN NagarT BOKPYr MEHS, Kpuya oT 60nun, XxBaTasdCb 3a pacnopoTble XNBOThI, 1
pa3maxuBasi OTCE4YEHHbIMN KOHEYHOCTAMMU. A 6ery no okonam K 3BMBatoLLMMCS OCTaHKaMm
HuknTbl, nepepesas rmoTkM Bparoe ogHy 3a Apyrum. Hactun Moero gocnexa oTBanvBaloTCs
noa nonagaHMsiMKn, HO MeHs1 BCe elle 3almiiatoT gapbl TemMHbIx boros.

Bce Gorblue 0KpoBaBneHHbIX, PEBYLLMX OT APOCTN BO3poXaeHHbIX BPbIBAKOTCS B OKOMbI; S
BOWHCTBEHHO PEBY, OKMMKas UX NOZA BOMNM YMUPAIOLLMX NIOAEN, U Cribilua pafoCTHbIe
3aBblBaHUs B OTBET. Peakums umnepues npeackasyema, Kak U COTHM pas [0 3TOro: OHU
nyckatoT B X0 Tskenble 6onTepsbl. A cpbiBato ¢ cebsi Kpak-rpaHaThl, WBbIPSS UX HaoTMalLb
BOKPYT; B3pbIBbl BbIOpachIBAOT B BO34YX CTONObLI rpsi3v BepeMeLLKY C Tenamu.

Bce 6onblue Momx BOMHOB yCTpeMATCA BNepéa, pasbusasi B nyx n npax yberaroLmx
3aLUMTHUKOB. TsDKENBLIN cTabbep, NPUKPENNEHHbIA K MOEN pyKe, MOCTENEHHO paspsikaeTcs,
npekpaLasi nsgaBatb NPEXHNN APOCTHbLIN pPeB.

A ornagbiBaloCb HA YHUUTOXEHHYIO TpaHLLUED, 3aBaneHHY0 MEPTBOW OpAoN: none
OyKBanbHO NOKPbITO MepTBbIMU Bo3poxaeHHbIMU. MHOrMe M3 HUX BCe eLLE aepKaTcs, HO
nMnepLbl NPEBPATUNN NO3MLMKN TAXKeNbIX 60NTEPOB B CMEPTENbHYIO JTIOBYLLKY. BbITb MOXET,
NUWb OA4MH U3 ABaguaTn congat cMor gobpaTbCsa 4O NTIMHMM TpaHLewn.

MoakpenneHns He Byger.

— Ko mHe! Bce ctoga! — kpnuy 51 Bcem, KTo 6bin cnocobeH MeHs yenblwaTb. — Cenvyac Mbl Bce
naem B aTtaky Ha UX KomaHOHbIn ueHTp! PasopBaTtb nx! Bo ums MNaHTeoHa!

TpaHwes 3a TpaHLleen, y4acToK 3a y4acTKOM, Mbl CMMHaeM umnepues. Te, KTo cnocobeH
AepxaTb OpyXue, CTPensioT — OCTarnbHbIE e pa3pbiBalT BPaXKECKMX COnaaT KOrmsiMu u
Knblkamu. A nbiTacb 3apsanTb CBOW MycTon cTabbep, cTos No KoneHn B KpoBu. Mbl



ABMXKeMcs ObICTPO, CMIOBHO KIUMHOK, NPOHMKAIOLLMIA B NMOTh: Mbl CITMLLKOM CUIbHO YCTynaem
Bpary B uncre, YTobbl NO3BONMTL NPOTMBHUKY BbICTPO OTpearMpoBaTth.

£ cMOTpIo BHM3, pasrnsaabiBasd AanbHUe TpaHwen — caMoe Bpemsi NpobuTb BTOPYO GpeLub.
Bo3moxHo, coTHA Bo3poxaeHHbIX caenaet aTo.

— MNMpopomkaem HacTynaTb! Bce k GyHkepy! — Kpuyy s Hanepekop BbICTpenam, ykasbiBas Ha
Xene3obeTOHHOrO KneLla HaBepxy, YTO PyKOBOAMT HALLIMM UCTpebreHnem:

— Y6uTb BCcex HeBepyoLwmx!

Mbl oBUraemcs K Hallen Lenn, U cpaxkaemcs, CroBHO AEMOHbI, NOPOXAEHHbIE YACTbIM
rHEBOM YNCTbIM rTHEBOM, YOMBasi MMMNEpPLEB, YHNUTOXas UX ByHKepbl, ces xaoc n ctpax. OHu
NbITATCSA NpMXXaTb HAC OFTHEM, HO Mbl NPUKPbIBAEMCS TENaMM NaBLUNX, YTOObI
npoasuraTbcs Bnepéa. PaspbiBas nogen Ha Kycku, 9 cribllwy wenoT TeMHbix boros,
obellarowmx MHe CBOM HOBbIE Aapbl. ..

W BOT, HaKoHeLl, KOMaHOHbIA OyHKep, K KOTOPOMY Mbl C TAKUM TPYAOM NpoduMnmck: A
NCTEeKalo KPOBbIO N3 AECHATKa paH, a U3 TpeLnH B MoeM 6/1arocrnoBeHHOM KOrTe COYUTCS
nxop. Hac octanocb MeHee OHoXUHbI: KaxabI NpuxkumMaeT k cebe pasopBaHHble
KOHEYHOCTU, M NbITaeTCsA 3aTKHYTb PaHbl Ha BCMOPOThIX XXMBOTAX.

— Mbl... Coenanu... 9to! — Gynbkatowwmm ot 60nm ronocom npoctoHan Casa.

— Ha T10 6bIna Bonsg BoroB, — kuato 51, — OcTtanochb 3aKOHYMUTb Ha4aToe...

B3apbiB!

B ywax cTtouT 3BOH, 1 51 BbIOMBaO pacnnaBneHHyo ABepb. BbicTpenkbl nasraHoB NeTaT u3
TNelLlen apipbl, HO 9 pacnaxuBaro poT, U3Beprasi MOTOK KUCMNOTbl HA YaCoBbIX, HE FOTOBbIX K
Takow aTake. KpaTkmin Mur s Hacnaxaatch MX KpMKamu, Npexae Yem Halle opyxue
pa3pybaeT BonsAwmx cnabakoB Ha KyCKM.

Te n3 Hac, KTO eLWwé Mor gepxaTb opyxue, nepesapsXarT CBOU nasraHbl U JocTaloT
B3pbIBYaTKY.

— KpoBaBas Pyka, — 30BET MmeHsi CykoB. — Kak Tbl JyMaellb, CKOSTbKO UX TaM, BHyTpnU?
£ nepebpackiBato NnaTpoHTALL C Kpak-rpaHaTaMy Yepes MreYvo, n ycMexarcs:

— HepoctatoyHo.

Mbl BpbiBaeMcs B CEpALLE KOMaHOHOTO LIEHTPA, 1 1 cpasy LUBbLIPS0 CBA3KY rpaHaT BHYTpb,
BOMS OT SAPOCTH:
— CwmepTb JloxkHomy MmnepaTtopy!

OxecTo4eHHbI 601 OOBOMNBbHO ObICTPO 3aKaHUMBAETCS: TEXHOXPELIbI M BOKC-OMepaTopbl
nbiTatoTca 406paThCa 4O CBOEr0 OPYXMS, UCNONb3Ysi B KAYECTBE YKPbITUIA CTOSILLYIO BHYTPU
TEXHUKY, HO KOTUTATOPbI U rOfI0-TEPMUHANbI SBHO HE co3AaHbl Ans 3Toro. Mbl BpbiBaeMcsi B
KOMHaTy, CIOBHO NTECHOW noxXap, cTpensieM, pyoum, pexxem, paspbisaem. Vimnepubl
YMUPAKT Ha CBOMX MOCTax, YMOMsAsA O cnaceHumn y cBoero mepteoro 6ora. TuwmHa nosmcna
B BO34yXe, M NLb NPUrNyLIEHHbIE 3BYKN Nanbbbl JOHOCUIIUCH CHAPYXW. ..



— Mbl cgenanu ato! — Bocknuuaet CaBsa. — byHkep 3axBa... — C 3TUMKU CrioBaMu ero
poratoe nmuo paspblBaeTCs Ha OWMETKK, 6pbI3ry KpoBKU, KOCTM U MO3rK. A BbICTPO cTupato
3anvBLUYIO rMasa KpoBb, Y BMXKY Kak MMMNEPCKNiA opuLiep BbINPLITMBAET U3-3a rOPSALLErO
KormtaTopa. Ero 6onTepHbIn NUCTONET HanpasreH B CTOPOHY TPEX MOUX BOMHOB, U UX Tena
pa3pbIiBalOTCA U3HYTPU OT nonagaHunn. CnnosbiM Me4oM OH 4obmMBaeT paHeHbIX Npexae,
4yeM Te yCrneBalT NOAHATLCA. S BOXY A3bIKOM MO CBOUM OCTPbIM KrblKam: KanuTaH —
HaCTOALLNIN CYHOYK C MefansiMun, U He nHadve kak TemHble born gaposann MHe CTonb
LeHHbIN Npu3l..

— Pab Nmnepatopa, — Kpnyy £, LULMPOKO PAcKUHYB PyKM B CTOPOHY. — [pnan n npumu cBOKO
cmepTb!

OH oTKMAbIiBaeT CBON GONTEPHBIN NUCTONET B CTOPOHY, N MAET KO MHE:

— MpurotoBbCs K cMepPTH, epeTuk! — rOBOPUT odomLIEP, U €0 NULLO NCKaXKAET XONOLHbIA FHEB.
A cobupatocb HacnaguTbcs ero 6rmaro4ecTMBomn APOCTb...

A NPoBOXY CBOMM MEYOM MO XUTUHOBOMY KyraKy, U UCKPbI NETAT BO BCe CTOPOHbI. OH
aTaKkyeT MeHs, HO 3aTeM pe3Ko yBopayMBaeTCcs, U BMECTO TOro, YToObl paspybuTb ero
nonosiam, Mo MeY yaapsieTcs 0 NoTonok ByHkepa.

Odomuep noackaknBaeT 6numxke, n BbET, OTYEro MOe TENO NPOH3aeT pe3kasi 0orb.
— A Tbl BbICTP, pab, — cMetloch S, HacnaXxaasscb MOMEHTOM.

OH He OoTBEYaEeT HU CroBa, 1 BHOBb MEHS aTakyeT, HO Ha 3TOT pas sl roToB, U GrIOKNpYIO
BbINaz CBOMM MIie4oM; Me rny6oKo Bpe3aeTcs B NIIOTb NOA KOCTAHOM BGPOHEN, Mpogoskas
TpewaTtb. A Oblo ero rapgon CBOEro KIIMHKa No Nuuy, U OH OTCTYNaeT, YAEepPXXMBasCh Ha
Horax, U CnneBbIBaeT KPOBb BMECTE CO CITOMaHHbIM 3y60M.

OT4ero-To s1 BHOBb YyBCTBYH 60SIb — MHE HEMOHSITHO, KOTrA4a OH ONATb YCrNen MeHs paHuTb, 1
CMOTPIO BHM3, 3aMeydasi OCKOJSIKM BbIMMPAKOLLMX U3 pa3opBaHHON Yellyn4aTon nnotu pedep.
£ ApOCTHO pbIvy, N30 BCEW CUMbl BKNAabIBasiCb B pybsiine yaapbl CBEpXy, HO umnepeL,
BblOMBaET MeY U3 MOEW PyKu, U TOT C FPOXOTOM nagaeT Ha non GyHkepa.

KanutaH gymaert, 4yto nobeamn, Ho Born coTBopunm moe HOBOE TeNOo Tak, YTO OHO SABMASOCH
opyxunem camo no cebe: GnarocnoBeHHas Npasas pyka MOXeT pa3gaBuTb 3TOMO Xarnkoro
YyenoBeka BMECTE C ero NaHUMpHbIM JOCMEXOM; MHE U HE HY)XHO JPYroro Opyxusi Kpome
TOro, 4to 6bI10 AapoBaHo NaHTeoHOM.

A n3Beprato NOTOK KACMOTbI, U aTakyto; OH YKIOHSAETCS U OT TOro, 1 OT APYroro, 1 Mos
KOHEYHOCTb C FPOXOTOM Bpe3aeTcs B »erne3obeToH cTeHbl OyHkepa. OH GpocaeTcs Ha MeHs
npexae, Yem A ycnesato BbipBaTb CBOW Kynak, U BA3Kas KPOBb OMSATb TEYET MO MOEN NSOTK.

A aTakyio elle U eLle, HO OH BHOBb paHUT MeHsl. Ele yaap — v ewe ogHa paHa. Elle u ewle,
CHOBa U1 CHOBa, NMOKa A He OTWaTbIBaloCh Ha3ad, XaaHo rrnoTas ropsilumii Bo3ayx. Kposb
BrnepemeLlKy ¢ MXopom GeryT 13 Moero pTa ¢ KaxabiM MyYuTenbHbIM B3oXoM. OH GbicTpee
MEHSsI, U MHe GONbHO 3TO NPU3HaBaTb, HO S CTAHOBMIOCL criabee ¢ KaxabiM yaapom. A
YyBCTBYHO, Kak MOU rnasa OKyTbiBaeT TbMa, HO BECb 3TOT 60I S 3aroHsN ero B NosyLUKYy. OH
He MOXeT cbexaTb, U S OMnycKatlo rornioBy, atakys, HaaesCb, YTO OH NOGEXUT, HO OH BHOBb
PaHUT MeHS B OTBET. A TAHYCb K HEMY KyJTakoM, HO OMNSiTb MUMO.



AroHusi NpoH3aeT Teno, Korga ero CMIoBoi MeY NPOoH3aeT MOW XXMBOT, U BbIpbIBaETCA Yepes
CNUHY. A NULLBb XOX04y, FMAAA Ha ero NpaBedHoe NNLIO; S 3aX0XYCb CMEXOM, MOCKOIbKY
MOMHIO, Kak B MOCNEAHUIA pa3 gyMarn 0 CMepTU, cpaXasiCb CO CBOMM CTapbIM NENTEHAHTOM.

OT1a He Ta 6orb, KoTopasi cnocobHa MeHst youTb — camum TémHble born Hagenunn MeHs
CUIown.

Mowu KneLm OTpe3atT ero pyky ¢ Me4YeM, OCTaBfsAs ee TopyaTb B MOEM XMBOTE Bpaxxeckuii
KanuTaH CMOTPUT Ha 0OpyOOK, He B CMax NOBEPUTbL CBOMM FfasaM, 1 s NINKYI0, XBaTas ero
KNeLuHen, N NpUXNMMato K CTEHE, CIOBHO HACEKOMOE, KOUM OH U SIBNSIeTCS.

OH 3axoguTcsl KpOBaBbIM KaLUeM NpsiMo B MOE nuuo. A rnyboko BAbIXako 3TOT apomar,
CNn3blBasi U CMakysi ero KpoBb. OTO BOCXUTUTENBHO. ..

— 3Haelwb, — pblvy A, npuTarnBas ero 6nwxe kK cebe. — Korga-to s Toxe Obin reapgenuem —
TakuUM Xe, KakK 1 Tbl.

OH onATb KalnsieT ropsiyen KpoBbo B MOe NnLO.

— Y Hac Hu4ero obuiero, — ero bopmoTaHne nepepacTaeT B pbik. — A Obl HUKOrAa He
Hannesarn... Ha KNATBY... AaHHyt0... aHHyo Mmnepartopy!

A cmetocb, 0Co3HaBas TO, YTO KOrAa-To OblN TaKMM XXe CaMOyBEPEHHbLIM B CBOMX
3abnyxaeHusax, M6o He 3Han UCTUHbLI. MHe Gbino 6bl ero xanb, ecnu 6bl 1 Nnogyman, 4To 'y
Hero ObIfIo HXN OAHOM BO3MOXHOCTU 0OpaTUTLCH K CBETY — HO, BMPOYEM, OH BMOJIHE OXOTHO
ocTaBarics BO TbMe CBOEro HeBeXecTBa...

— TBos cnenoTta caenana Tedsa cnabbiM, pab! — roBopto 8, HaMaTbiBasd ero KULLKN Ha KOroTb.
— Ecnu 6bl 1 ocTaBancs MgmoToMm, Kak Tbl, U MOKMOHANCSA Obl Tpyny, TO 4aBHbIM-4ABHO COOX
Obl!

CBeT XM3HM NOoKMAaeT ero rnasa, noka nnotb oguuepa obunbHO okponnsieT KpoBblo. M Bce
)K€ OH Mpunaraet ycunus cnaberLwmx Mbilll, YToGbl 3aCTaBUTb NIULIO YrpoXKatoLLe
XMYPUTLCS:

— CMepTb He nyraeT MeHsl, epeTuk.

Kak ke oH Xanokx...

— Mouemy xe? — a9 yXMbIsacb eMy B OTBET. KpoBb CTeKaeT No HemMeLWwmuM rybam BHU3:
— A He Botochk... Mol oTel, 6bi rBapaenuem...oH nornb.. OH Boporcs ¢
NOAOHKAMMU...TAKUMU, KaK Thl...

B 9TOT MOMEHT s BAPYr NOHMMAL0, YTO OH OAET B CUMHUN KNTESb, U Y3Hat0 ero. A onyckato
B3rNsia Ha UMs Ha NaukaHe... A 3Hato... 3Hato a1o ums! A Boidpan ero... Hukonai MNeTpos..
A... HeT-HeT-HeT-HeT-HeT!..O, NaHTeoH! A BHOBb Ha Kenbbpe... A oTY4ETNMBO BUXKY NULO
KanuTaHa, kak 6yaTo NpocbinasiCb OT KOLUIMApPHOro cHa. bein s ogypmaHeH? Novemy s He
Mor yBuaeTb paHblie?! Mouemy?!

3710 Xe ... Inn xe yactb MeHs. nun Toro, 4yem s Obln...



KanutaH cMOTpUT Ha MeHs1 B yrnop: ero ronyoble rnasa cocTapunmch CMLWKOM BbICTpo.
UepHble BOSOCHI, Takue xe.. Takne xe kak n'y Muwm...

JIyo manb4mka NpeBpaTUoCh B NULO MYXYUHbI, NepekoleHHoe oT 6onn. OH He cTapLue
MeHs, korga A 6bin oTnpasneH Ha Tapcuc. OH 3HaeT, YTO ero >XXM3Hb OKOHYEHa, U BCe, YTO
HbIHE eMy NMpeaHaYepTaHo — CMepThb.

— CblH? — nNbITaloCb BbIFOBOPUTL 51, MONYTHO OCMATPUBAdA €ro N1Uo Ha HanMymne XoTb
Kakux-TO MPU3HAKOB TOr0, YTO OH y3Han MEHS, HO HE Hax0Xy B €ro rnasax HM4ero, Kpome
OTBpaLLEeHNsd, NpaBegHOM HEHABUCTU N YUCTOrO rHEBA.

— Ympu... Yyposuie...

A nNbiTaloCb 3aroBOpUTb, HO U3 MOEN U3NIOMaHHOM NAacTU BbITEKAET NULLL XEeNTasa Xemnyb.
CBerT B ero rrnasax yracaetr...

— HeTt! Her!..
£ BbIpbIBAlO KOFTU U3 KMBOTA CBOENO ChlHA, HO €ro rfa3a Yke COMKHYIUCh, U KNU3Hb
noknHyna Teno Hukonas.

£ BOIO, NbITasACb MArko ybatokaTb ero, HO MOV PyKW, MOU OTBpPaTUTENbHbIE MyTUPOBaBLUNE
PYyKU efBa fv MOryT yaepKaTb TENO CbiHAa, U CTPYWMKM KUCIOTHBIX cre3 o6xuratoT MOE nuLo.
— [NpocTtn MmeHsa! — a 3axoxycb B pblgaHnax. — OHn obewanu mHe! OHn MHe nooGewanu!..

[1Bepb B KOMaHOHbLIN LIEHTP pacnaxmBaeTcs, U otaeneHna KenbbpaHckux AHbl4ap
BPbIBAOTCA BHYTPb C Opy>kMeM HarotoBe. OHM BUAST MEHS, U OTKPbIBAKOT OroHb. [ynn,
nasepsbl, bonTepHble cCHapsiabl pa3pbiBalOT MEHS Ha YacTu; 3To BonbHee, YeM Bce, Yepes
4YTO MHE JOBENOCHb MPONTK, HO A XKenar, YToObl cTpagaHns BbInNKn B ThiCAYM pa3 Xyxe. Pyku
ocnabesatoT, U MO Manb4yMK COCKanb3blBaeT C MOUX MPOTECKHbIX fan. A nbiTarchb
Nnognosi3T! K Hemy, HO He Mory...

Muwa knadém moro pyKy Ha mecmo, ede Hukonal nuHaemcs 1 6ornbwe 8cezo...

B Moux rnasax TEMHeET, 1 5 oulyLlialo CTpagaHusa U cTpax 3a rpaHblo MOEro MOHUMaHUS.
Bnepsble nocne Tapcuca rosioca B MOEN rosfioBe CribllHblI 4OCTATOYHO YETKO. ..

A cnbiwy nx cmex.



